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Abstract
AIM: To investigate the distribution of dendritic cells (DCs)
and DC precursors in gastric carcinoma (GC) and to dis-
cuss the possibility of survivin as the target antigen in GC
immunotherapy.

METHODS: Immunohistochemical staining was used to
detect the expression of CD1α, CD68, S100 and survivin
protein in 132 cases of GC tissues, including 72 cases of
moderately differentiated adenocarcinomas and 60 poorly
differentiated ones.

RESULTS: The expression of CD1α in moderately differen-
tiated GCs(33%, 24/72) was significantly higher (χ2 = 6.56,
P<0.05) than that in poorly differentiated ones (10%,
6/60). S100 expression was not markedly different be-
tween moderately (50%, 36/72) and poorly (30%, 18/60)
differentiated GCs (P>0.05). The expression of CD1α was
positively related to S100 protein. The distribution of CD68
molecules in moderately and poorly differentiated GCs was
and 60% respectively and there was no significantly dif-
ference between them (P>0.05). The expression CD1α

was also positively related to CD68 in GC.The expression
of survivin protein was 91.7% (66/72) and 90%(54/60) in
moderately and poorly differentiated GCs respectively, and
there was no significant difference between them.

CONCLUSION: Combination of survivin and DC may play
a valuable role in GC immunotherapy, and further studies
on individualized DC vaccine against GC targeted on
survivin antigen should be made in the future.
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