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Effects of Pollination by Melipona quadrifasciata anthidioides on Retarding Tomato Cultures
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Abstract

The pollination efficiencies of Melipona quadrifasciata anthidioides (Neotropical stingless bee) and Bombus terrestris

(bumblebee) were evaluated in tomatoes ‘Hausumomotaro’ cultivated in a greenhouse in 2005. The house was divided into two
sections. Colonies of M. quadrifasciata and B. terrestris were respectively introduced into each section. High pollination
efficiency by both species was proven, but there was no significant difference in total fruit mass/inflorescence or in the ratio of
normal fruits/plant between the two sections. Fruit set ratio was higher in M. quadrifasciata, in comparison with B. terrestris.
This may be caused by differences in the foraging behavior between M. quadrifasciata and B. terrestris. In the later species,
foragers visited the same flower repeatedly, when available numbers of flowers was reduced, and injured the style with its

mandible during the buzz pollinating behavior while in M. quadrifasciata, there was no such over-visiting behavior.
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FIR S BE ST 0 Otk « FH, 2005), Z4Licou
T b HOIEAE (AT O B IR 2 R IR 2 D LR 2> B R 23 e
IRTWB (A&, 2002).

NV F U RFF I Y SFHRRAN Y F S F RO SN
FNF T, pEIAEREL SO S EM 2 0 oL 5.
By« MBI T IS A L, S F Tic 23 J&@ 374 fE2 RE8k
TN T35 (Michener, 2000) . JREHTIIE < »HHEHR
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F v F @A (Heard, 1999; Roubik, 1989) 7 F ¥ /L JFPE D
F A A A F v X5 Melipona quadrifasciata anthidioides
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HZEFWABLIIC LI, A, FEEOT I O Lck»
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Sarto, 2005). AWFIE T, KIRHOIFHTH S b = %
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HEN LoD AT 5.
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