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Abstract

AIM: To investigate the expression and
distribution of osteopontin (OPN) in hepatic
hydatid cyst and its significances.

METHODS: Proteins extracted from 60 surgi-
cally excised hydatid cyst tissues were subjected
to polyacrylamide gel electrophoresis followed
by Western blotting, using polyclonal antibodies
directed against OPN; the distribution of OPN
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was also observed by immunohistochemical tech-
niques.

RESULTS: OPN expression was detected in
48(80%) cases of cysts by Western blotting. OPN
was mainly distributed in the side of pericystic
layer near the parasite, which was significantly
higher than that distributed near the liver (75% vs
8.3%, P < 0.05).

CONCLUSION: OPN plays a regulated role in
the granuloma reaction of the pericystic layer of
hepatic hydatid cyst.
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HUFEP OO, S bR A N FERE L SR AT HUM, I
A, 455 P 0, T I 2T 24 R R L AT JH 5 41 21
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