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The Occurrence of Habenaria leptoloba ( Orchidaceae) in Guangdong

CHEN Li-Jun'?, RAQ Wen-Hui'?
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Abstract: On a botanical survey to the Baiyunzhang Mountain of Xinxu, Huizhou City, Guangdong Pro-
vince in September of 2007, an orchid, Hebenaria leptoloba Benth. , was found growing on the humid
places on the marging of a secondary broad-leaved forest on slope. This species was first collected from
Hong Kong in 1857. Although it was recollected in Hong Kong for several times,it was not until very re-

cently when it occurred in Guangdong as late as 150 years after.
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A bolanical trip was made ta the Balyunzhang
Mountain of Xinxu, Huizhou City , Guangdong Province
in September of 2007, where the vegetation is rich in
plants,such as the species of ftea , Rapenea , Schefflera.,
Adine , Enrya , Hex and Wikszroemin. Among the orchids
such as Paephiopedilum purpuratum, Liperis nervose,
Spathogloftis pubescens, Diploprora championit | Appen-
dicela cormte , Coelogyne fimbriata, etc. ,a particulaﬂy
noteworthy species was found growing on the margins of
a4 secondary broad-leaved forest on the humid slope. It
is Habenarin leptoloba Benth. ) ¢ Fip. 1) The first
collection of this species was in 1857, Although it has
been recollected in Hong Kong for several times sinee
then, it was not until very recently when il aceurred in
Guangdong as late as 150 years afler,

Bentham’s description of Habenaric lepioloba is
identical te the Huizhou plants,except the length of the
bracts, which are changeable in the same species of
many orchids. Rofe (15033 Schlechter (1919) 57
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Hu (19743 and Lang (1999) ©1 considered it to be
exclusively found in Hong Kong. Although the Plant
Diversity Inventory of Guangdong reported on ils gceur-
rence in some islands at the mounth of the Zhujiang Ri-
ver'™® it was not recorded in the Flora of Guangduugm.
This is in fact the first cccurrence of A. leptoloba in
Guangdong, and an indication of phytegeographical
relations between this region and Hong Kong,

The precise locality of our eollechion is at
22°53.126'N,114°17. 904" E | abont 75 km from the
type locality of Hong Kong. There were nine populalions
of this species there, ranging along a slope of 300 x 20
square melers by the streamside. Each population has
8 =23 individuals growing vigorously. Approximaiely 50
percent of the individuals seen lewered ,and almost all
of them bore froit; many seedlings had been found in
the populations. This is no doubt an indication that the
climate there is very suitable for their growth. Here, this
species is described and illustrated { Fig . 2 } based on
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