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The major agglomeration locations of “New Economies” in Xi’an
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Tab. 3 Office-building development in the major locations of New Economies in Xi’ an
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Tab. 4 Housing development in the major locations of “New Economies” in Xi’an
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Spatial impacts of New Economies and
the implications for city planning and decision-making

WANG Hui
(Dep. of Urban &. Resource Science, Northwest University, Xian 710069, China)

Abstract: The rise of New Economies, which refer to those knowledge-based, new-technol-
ogy-intensive, innovation-driven, services-dominated, and globalized economic activities,
has been impacting on cities in many aspects. Taking the city of Xi'an as a case, viewed
from a perspective of urban geography, based on a variety of empirical data as well as some
widely acknowledged understandings of the inherent features of New Economies, some
representative spatial impacts (or potential impacts) of New Economies on the ongoing ur-
ban transformation of Chinese cities are analyzed in this paper. Besides, the implications of
these impacts for city planning and decision-making are also discussed, and some sugges-
tions on policies are given accordingly. The results indicate that: (1) with the develop-
ment of New Economies, the spatial pattern of the city’s industrial space has been trans-
formed, in which the city’s new development zones and university belt are growing up into
vigorous and productive new industrial spaces, while the traditional old industrial districts
declining into stagnant and problematic areas; (2) with the development of New Econo-
mies, there has been also an evident growth of office-buildings and relevant facilities; (3)
because of the inherent connection between the two major branches of New Economies,
i. e. the hi-tech industries and the advanced producer services, the city’s Hi-tech Industrial
Development Zone (HTDZ) are developing not only into a cluster of hi-tech industries but
also a high concentration of various modern services and emerging as the city’'s new CBD;
(4) the compatibility of New Economies with residential plots has led to a synchronous de-
velopment and spatial integration of New Economic area with residential areasand (5) with
the development of New Economies, there may also be an intensified polarization of urban

socio-economic space.

Key words: New Economies; spatial impacts; implications;city planning





