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The current status and a conservation strategy for species of Galliformes
in China
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Abstract Galliformes is one group of birds which has a close relationship with human beings. Their con-
servation has received widespread attention from many international conservation organizations. As one of
the countries rich in Galliformes to strengthen the conservation of Galliformes is not only an important as-
pect of wildlife conservation in China but also plays a significant role in global biodiversity conservation
practice. In recent years the Chinese government has paid more and more attention to protecting wild
populations of Galliformes. In" the National Project on Wildlife Protection and Nature Reserve Construc-
tion” carried out by the State Administration of Forestry of China pheasants are among the 15 groups of
animals and plants which have high priority for conservation. In this paper the species diversity endem-
ic species and distribution patterns of Galliformes in China are introduced and the current status and
threats to this group of birds are summarized. Base on achievements made in in situ protection ex situ
conservation and scientific research the main problems existing in conservation practice are discussed
and a conservation strategy for Chinese Galliformes is suggested.
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5 415
Palaearctic Realm
Oriental Realm
1999
16
8000 Gallus gallus Fu- 2 63
mihito et al. 1994 8 55 2002
47.06% 34.59% 1
25 3 Ler-
wa Ithaginis Pucrasia
5 Tetraophasis Bambusico-
la Chrysolophus Phasianus
Johnsgard 1999 Pavo 17
BirdLife International 2000 Perdix 3 Crossoptilon 4
Tragopan 5 Lophophurus 3
Ar-
borophila 18 10
Fuller & Garson 2000
2.2
Zheng & Zhang 1993 1978 1999
1998 “ K 2002
19
30.16% 2
Tetraogallus tibetanus Tetraopha-

sis szechenyii

Perdix hodgsoniae

2
Ithaginis cruentus Tragopan tem-
2.1 minckii Crossoptilon harmani
1
Table 1  The percentage of Chinese Galliformes in the world list
. « %
Family No. of species in China No. of species in the world Percentage %
Tetraonidae 8 17 47.06
Phasianidae 55 159 34.59
Total 63 285" 22.11
* 2002 Cited from Zheng 2002 .
ok 7 Including all species of the seven families in the world
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Table 2 The endemic species and their distribution of Chinese Galliformes

Species

*

Distribution range

Bonasa sewerzowi
Tetraophasis obscurus
Alectoris magna
Arborophila rufipectus
A. gingica
A. crudigularis

A. ardens

Bambusicola thoracica

Gansu Qinghai Sichuan Yunnan
Sichuan Qinghai and Gansu
Gansu Qinghai and Ningxia
Sichuan and Yunnan
Zhejiang Fujian Jiangxi Guangdon,
Taiwan
Hainan

and Tibet

g and Guangxi

Eastern Southern and Southwestern

China and Shaanxi Gansu Henan Hong Kong Macao and Taiwan
Tragopan caboti Zhejiang Fujian Guangdong Hunan Jiangxi and Guangxi
Lophophorus lhuysii Sichuan Qinghai Tibet Gansu and Yunnan
Lophura swinhoii Taiwan
Crossoptilon crossoptilon Tibet Qinghai Sichuan Yunnan and Gansu
C. awritum A Qinghai Gansu Ningxia Sichuan Tibet and Inner
Mongolia
C. mantchuricum Shanxi Hebei Beijing and Shaanxi
. . Anhui  Zhejiang Jiangxi Fujian Guang-
Syrmaticus ellioti dong Guangxi Hunan Guizhou and Hubei
S. mikado Taiwan
s Henan Anhui Hubei Hunan
- reevesit Shaanxi Sichuan Chongqing Guizhou Gansu and Yunnan
Shaanxi  Sichuan
Chrysolophus pictus Chongqging Guizhou Hubei Hunan Guangxi Yunnan Tibet Gansu Qinghai Ningxia and
Henan
Polyplectron katsumatae Hainan
* “ " Li 1996 Data from The Database of Chinese Galliformes and Li 1996 .
Chrysolophus amherstitae
Zheng Phasianus colchicus
& Zhang 1993 Fuller et al. 2000 Fuller & Gar- 19
son 2000 Mackinnon et al. 2000 Madge & McGow- 1978 1987 Lophura
an 2002 nycthemera 9
2.3 10 2000

55
34
14

Coturnix coturnix

C. chinensis

7 12.73%
61.82%
25.45%

C. japonica

1999

3.1
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Table 3 The threatened species and threatened category of Chinese Galliformes

Species

*

Endangerment category of China*

IUCN "
IUCN Category ™

CITES
CITES Appendix

Dendragapus falcipennis
Lagopus lagopus
L. mutus
Tetrao tetrix
T. parvirostris
Bonasa bonasia
B. sewerzowi
Tetraophasis obscurus
Tetraogallus tibetanus
T. altaicus
T. himalayensis
Arborophila rufipectus
A. mandellii
A. gingica
A. ardens
Ithaginis cruentus
Tragopan caboti
T. melanocephalus
T. satyra
T. blythii
T. temminckii
Pucrasia macrolopha
Lophophorus impejanus
L. sclateri
L. lhwysii
Gallus gallus
Lophura leucomelanos
L. nycthemera
L. swinhoii
Crossoptilon harmani
C. crossoptilon
C. auritum
C. mantchuricum
Syrmaticus ellioti
S. humiae
S. mikado
S. reevesii
Chrysolophus pictus

C. amherstiae

Polypleciron katsumatae

P. bicalcaratum

Pavo muticus

11
11
11
1I
1
11
1
1
11
1T
1I
1

11
11

I
I
I

11
11

11
1I
11

1
1

Near Threatened

Near Threatened

Near Threatened

Endangered
Vulnerable
Vulnerable
Vulnerable

Least Concern
Vulnerable
Vulnerable

Least Concern
Vulnerable
Near Threatened

Least Concern

Least Concern
Vulnerable
Vulnerable

Least Concern

Least Concern

Least Concern
Near Threatened
Near Threatened
Near Threatened
Near Threatened
Vulnerable
Vulnerable
Vulnerable
Near Threatened
Vulnerable
Near Threatened
Near Threatened
Endangered

Least Concern

Vulnerable

I

111

—

11
11

Hk

Fuller & Garson 2000

38

Category in the Wildlife Protection Law of China.

. Cited from Fuller & Garson 2000.

1988

BirdLife

19

I

WPA

19
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4
1998
20 70
4.1
1984 1995 1980 CITES
39.82% 2000
2 1988
20 80 38
1995
2002
1757 1.33
13.2% 20
3
1000
4.2
Zhang et al.
2000 50 38
11
4
purity Wells 1999

Phasianus colchicus for-

mosanus
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