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Table 1. Comparison of the objectives of Estonia and the EU in rail transport sector for 1999–2013 [4]

:��

Field of EU policy 1999–2006 2006–2013 
Institutional separation Founding of the Railway Administration. No 

plans for privatising EVR but privatisation of 
EER already planned. Vertical separation is 
not mentioned. 

Not mentioned. 

Opening of the rail 
transport market 

No direct intention but the existence of other 
rail transport undertakings was already a 
reality. 

Need for fair competition is declared. 

Increasing the share of rail 
transport in the 
transportation sector 

Reduction in the share of passenger transport 
by rail is stopped. 

Increasing passenger train driving speeds i.e. 
funding investments needed for that with 
private capital. 

Increasing the level of 
railway infrastructure 
investments  

Narva and Pechory lines prioritised, 
government co-funding envisaged. 

Priorities: Rail Baltica, Tallinn bypass and 
Koidula border station – government does not 
invest into the existing infrastructure. 

Fair access fees for the use 
of railway infrastructure  

Stopping the cross-subsidising of passenger 
transport by freight transportation (actually 
by infrastructure management – author’s 
remark), replacing it with funds from state 
budget. 

Infrastructure access fees do not increase. 
Cross-subsidising is not mentioned. 
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