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Thanatosis of Laccotrephes robustus Stal
( Hemiptera: Nepidae)
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Abstract; The present study dealt with the death-feigning behavior ( thanatosis) of adults of Lacco-
trephes robustus Stal under different active space, and the controlling area of main body parts. The re-
sults indicated that: (1) The thanatosis duration outside water was obviously longer than that in water;
(2) the adaptation to the different predation pressure possibly resulted in the behavioral difference in
or outside water, which increased the fitness of L. robustus; (3) Thanatosis was not completely con-
trolled by brain or one single ganglia, each segment of thorax may has ability to control death-feign.
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Tab.2 the results of chicken predation on

L. robustus (OW and IW)
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Note: @ L. robustus was eaten by chick; O wasn’t eaten
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