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First Record of Ochthebius (s. str) minabensis Ferro, 1983
(Coleoptera, Hydraenidae) from Turkey*
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Abstract: Ochthebius (s. str) minabensis Ferro, 1983 is recorded from Turkey for the first time. Its identification according to our

specimens and distribution around the world is reviewed.
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Tiirkiye’den Ochthebius (s. str) minabensis Ferro, 1983'in ilk Kaydi

Ozet: Ochthebius (s. str) minabensis Ferro, 1983 Tiirkiye faunasi icin yeni kayit olarak verilmis, érneklerimize gére tanimi ve

dinyadaki dagilimi yeniden gozden gegirilmistir.

Anahtar Sézciikler: Coleoptera, Hydraenidae, Ochthebius, Taksonomi, ilk Kayit, Tirkiye

Introduction

The Ochthebius (s. str) marinus group was revised by
Jach in 1992. It differs from other subgenera by the
transverse pronotal foveae. They live in running and
stagnant fresh water (Jach, 1992). Twenty-four species
were determined in the Palaearctic region. Seven of these
have been determined in Turkey so far: Ochthebius (s.
str) erzerumi Kuwert, 1887, O. (s. str) lividipennis
Peyron, 1885, O. (s. str) meridionalis Rey, 1885, O. (s.
str) peisonis Ganglbauer, 1901, O. (s. str) pusillus
Stephens, 1835, O. (s. str) virens Jéch, 1992, and O. (s.
str) viridis Peyron, 1885. Ochthebius (s. str) minabensis
Ferro, 1983 is recorded from Turkey for the first time
in this paper (Jach, 1992; Hansen, 1998).

Materials and Methods

Our specimens were collected between August and
October 2000 from Koprikdy, Erzurum province. They

were determined by Dr. M. Jach and A. Kasapoglu in the
Naturhistorisches Museum, (Vienna, Austria). The
aedeagus, very important for identification, was kept in a
drop of lactic acid for 24 h to allow it to become
transparent and it was illustrated under a microscope.
The materials are stored in Atatlrk University, Science
and Arts Faculty, Zoological Museum, Erzurum.

Findings and Discussion
Genus: Ochthebius

Body contour interrupted between pronotum and
elytra. Head with a transverse furrow separating clypeus
and frons, the latter on each side with an interocular pit-
like depression and a short longitudinal depression or
furrow posteromedially. Anterior margin of labrum
truncate, sometimes with a small median emargination.
Pronotum covered by a narrow hyaline membrane,
middle pronotal portion raised. Pronotum with
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longitudinal or transversal furrow. Elytra with distinct
striae or series of punctures. A large genus with a
worldwide distribution, comprising about 300 known
species (Chiesa, 1959; Hansen, 1987; Jach, 1992).

Subgenus: Ochthebius (s. str.) Leach, 1815

Lateral margins of pronotum only narrowly excised
posteriorly, and narrowly bordered by the marginal
membrane. Pronotum without distinct longitudinal
furrow, but with 2 transverse, rather shallow
depressions, 1 before and 1 behind middle. The lateral
longitudinal depression delimiting the raised middle
portion of pronotum, shallow or very shallow, sometimes
fused with the small, very shallow depression inside
posterior angles. Marginal elytral ridge disappearing
posteriorly. Second antennal segment not enlarged
distally (Hansen, 1987; Jéch, 1992).

Ochthebius (s. str) minabensis Ferro, 1983

Body 2.0-2.1 mm long, head black, mandibles with
bristles in male, front margin of labrum slightly upturned.
Pronotum dark brown-black, with punctures, anterior
margin concave, posterior margin convex, pronotal
foveae deeply impressed. Elytra long, paler brown,
punctures irregular and shallow. Aedeagus 400 pm long,
main piece slender, slightly curved, with 10 micropores
apically. Distal lobe flat and curved, ventral side convex
(Figure).

Examined Materials: Aras 8.X.2000,

Képrikdy, Erzurum, 433, 1099.

Distribution: South-eastern Iran, Afghanistan to
north-western India (Iran, Afghanistan, Pakistan, India)
(Ferro, 1983; Jach, 1992; Hansen, 1998).

Body of Ochthebius (s. str) minabensis 1.4-1.9 mm
long, very variable species, labrum very slightly or
distinctly excised, very slightly or distinctly upturned in
male, mandibles of male usually with bristles. Pronotal
foveae and median line usually distinctly impressed, elytra

River,
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Figure. Ochthebius minabensis, aedeagus.

yellowish or brownish, elytral punctures usually distinctly
impressed. Main piece of aedeagus long and slender,
slightly curved, apex more or less straight, more curved
in specimens from Afghanistan, distal lobe usually flat,
ventral side convex (Ferro, 1983; Jach, 1992).

The characteristics of our specimens agree with those
of this species given above, but differ due to the longer
body (2.0-2.1 mm) and lack of impressed elytral
punctures.
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