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FINITE TIME SYNCHRONIZATION OF COMPLEX
DYNAMICAL NETWORKS

CHEN Yao LU Jinhu

(Key Laboratory of Systems and Control, Academy of Mathematics
and Systems Science, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100190)

Abstract Complex networks are everywhere. Synchronization is a very important non-
linear phenomenon which universally exists in nature. Over the last decade, many researchers
have further investigated the synchronization of complex dynamical networks, including iden-
tical synchronzation, clustering synchronization, partial synchronization, and so on. The char-
acterization of synchronous speed of complex dynamical networks in most known results is
asymptotic. That is, complex networks can realize synchronization only when the time ¢ tends
to infinity. However, there are few results reported on how long complex networks can reach
synchronization. Based on two kinds of typical complex dynamical networks with nonlinear
coupling, this paper will further explore the finite-time synchronization of complex dynamical
networks. In detail, under some suitable conditions, it is proved that the above complex dy-
namical networks can realize accurate synchronization within finite- time. Moreover, a typical
numerical simulation is then given to validate the effectiveness of the proposed criteria for finite-
time synchronization. It should be especially pointed out that the finite-time synchronization
sucessfully overcomes the difficulty of infinite synchronous time. The above results have some
important practical meaning for the real-world engineering application.

Key words Complex networks, synchronization, finite time, undirected graph, nonlinear
coupling.



