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Overexpression of Neu Gene in Odontogenic Tumors
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Abstract

Neu gene (C-erb B-2 or HER-2 gene) was a kind of proto-oncogene, its expression product was 150-190 kD pro-
tein, and its structure was similar to that of epithelial growth factor receptor. In this study, the expression of neu gene
in odontogenic tumors, including ameloblastomas (22 cases), odontogenic adenomatoid tumor (OAT, 6 cases), and
calcifying epithelial odontogenic tumor (CEQT, 3 cases), was observed using immunochistochemistry in order to study
the relationship between the development of odontogenic tumors and the expression of neu gene. The results showed
that, of 22 cases of ameloblastomas, 16 were positive; of 6 cases of QAT , 5 positive; all 3 cases of CEAT were posi-

tive for neu. So the development of odontogenic tumors might be associated with the overexpression of the neu gene.



