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Homogeneity Index of Stand Spatial Structure of Mangrove Ecological System
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Abstract; Based on the research of natural forest spatial structure in China and abroad, and combined with the theory of
landscape ecology, this paper proposed the homogeneity target optimizing the forest stand spatial structure of mangrove,
and the new concept of homogeneity index. Parameters affecting the forest stand spatial structure homogeneity were
formatted into multiple-objectives parameters. We also put forward the definition and the quantifying formula of
homogeneity index. GRA ( grey relation analysis) was for the first time used to analyze relationship between forest
homogeneity index and factors, which were derived a set of survey data, influencing mangrove forest stand spatial structure
in different tidal zones in Mangrove Nation Natural Reserve at Zhanjiang, Guangdong. The case study indicated that the
relationship and priority order between influencing factors and homogeneity index are: competition index 0. 716 > mingling
0. 686 > spatial density index 0. 670 > Purpose tree species characteristic index 0. 644 > neighborhood pattern 0. 638 >
neighborhood comparison 0. 616 > Health index 0. 607. The forest homogeneity index can objectively reflect mangrove’ s
influences on forest stand homogeneity, and this study provided a theoretical basis for establishing an optimized model of
forest spatial structure in mangrove ecological systems.
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Tab. 1 Survey of sample plots
Plot No. Tree species Tree number Fundus Tidal zone Canopy density
( Bruguiera gymnorrhiz) , (Aegiceras corniculatum) , .
O ( Kandelia candel ) 8 Silt Climax zones 0.80
( Rhizophora stylosa ) , (B. gymnorrhiz) , .
0 (K. candel) 41 Silt Moderate tidal zones 0.90
(K. candel) , (B. gymnorrhiz) , ( Aegiceras .
Q
3 corniculatum) 4 Silt Climax zones 0.80
( Avicennia marina ) , (A. corniculatum ) , .
Qs (B. gymnorrhiz) 38 Silt Moderate tidal zones 0-85
(R. stylosa), ( B. gymnorrhiz) , (K .
0s candel ) = Silt Moderate tidal zones 0.90
(R. stylosa) , (A. marina ) , ( B. .
Qs gymnorrhiz) 37 Silt Low tidal zones 080
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Tab. 2 Stand spatial structure homogeneity index and its parameters in investigation plots

Purpose tree

N T et G Nl S ot e ot
characteristic index .
index index

1 A. marina 1 0.75 0 0.75 0.59 0.032 1 117 983.53
2 A. marina 1 1 0 0.5 0.51 0. 057 0.25 132 667. 43
3 A. marina 1 0.25 0.25 0.25 0.71 0. 102 0 179 787. 11
4 A. corniculatum 0.75 0.75 0.5 0.5 0. 60 0. 046 0.75 394 876.26
5 A. corniculatum 0.75 0.75 0.5 0.5 0.57 0. 043 1 543 102. 24
6 A. corniculatum 0.75 0.25 0.75 0.25 0.71 0. 065 0.5 598 213. 11
7 A. marina 1 0 0.25 0.75 0.75 0. 097 0 252 112.01
8 A. marina 1 0.75 0.25 0.5 0.75 0. 065 0.5 511 259.18
9 A. marina 1 1 0.5 0.5 0.93 0. 090 1 161 355. 16

10 A. corniculatum 0.75 0.5 0 0.5 0.85 0.070 0.5 56 255.2
11 A. marina 1 0 0.25 0.5 0.61 0.038 1 84 311.58
12 B. gymnorrhiz 0.5 0.5 0 0.25 0. 69 0. 064 0.25 70 813.99
13 A. marina 1 1 0.25 0.5 0. 62 0. 052 1 165 678. 26
14 A. corniculatum 0.75 0.5 1 0.25 0.77 0. 085 0.25 115 554. 12
15 A. marina 1 1 0.25 0.75 0. 65 0.032 1 141 871.24
16 A. marina 1 0.25 0 0.5 0.77 0. 134 0.25 44 054.53
17 A. marina 1 1 0 0.5 0.79 0. 092 0.25 72 340. 13
18 A. corniculatum 0.75 0.25 0.75 0.5 0.85 0.137 0.5 76 920. 48
19 A. corniculatum 0.75 1 0.75 0.75 0.85 0. 193 0.25 83 769. 27
20 A. marina 1 0.25 0.25 0.5 0.85 0. 057 1 90 083. 98
21 A. marina 1 0.25 0.25 0.5 0. 64 0. 055 0.25 63 740. 98
22 A. marina 1 0.5 0 0.5 0.71 0.053 1 94 094. 51
23 A. marina 1 0.25 0 0.5 0.84 0.110 0.25 43 198. 06
24 A. marina 1 1 0 0.5 0. 68 0. 0438 0.75 112 227.58
25 A. marina 1 0.25 0.75 0.25 0.85 0. 061 1 151 243.49
26 A. corniculatum 0.75 1 0.75 0.5 0.51 0. 046 0.5 163 817.97
27 A. marina 1 0.25 0.25 0.5 0.73 0. 067 0.5 71 839. 63
28 A. marina 1 0.75 0.5 0.75 0. 69 0. 041 1 144 105. 04
29 B. gymnorrhiz 0.5 1 1 0.5 0.74 0.074 0.5 136 033. 61

30 A. marina 1 0.5 0.25 0.25 0.74 0.051 0.75 121 623.9
31 A. marina 1 0.5 0.5 0.25 0.63 0. 052 0.5 133 687.52
32 A. corniculatum 0.75 1 0.5 0.25 0.89 0. 099 0.5 128 698. 35
33 A. corniculatum 0.75 0.5 0 0.25 0.52 0. 057 0 55 379.94
34 A. corniculatum 0.75 0.75 0.25 0.75 0.53 0. 0638 0 56 585.94
35 A. marina 1 0.5 0.75 0.5 0.53 0.025 1 188 691. 95
36 A. marina 1 0.5 0.25 0.75 0. 69 0. 062 0.25 63 054.92
37 A. marina 1 0 0.5 0.5 0. 68 0.041 0.75 84 785.42
38 A. corniculatum 0.75 0 0.5 0.5 0.63 0. 055 0.75 75 279. 62
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Tab. 3 Stand spatial structure homogeneity index and its parameters data non-dimensional table
No. Tree species X, (1) X.(2) X;(3) X (4) X;(5) X;(6) X (7) X
1 A. marina 1.1 1.34 0.00 1.53 0. 84 0.46 1.75 0. 86
2 A. marina 1.1 1.79 0. 00 1.02 0.73 0.81 0.44 0. 65
3 A. marina 1.1 0.45 0. 69 0.51 1.01 1.46 0. 00 0. 66
4 A. corniculatum 0.82 1.34 1.39 1.02 0. 81 0. 66 1.32 1.32
5 A. corniculatum 0.82 1.34 1.39 1.02 0. 81 0. 61 1.75 1.51
6 A. corniculatum 0.82 0.45 2.08 0.51 1.01 0.93 0. 88 1.43
7 A. marina 1.1 0 0. 69 1.53 1.07 1.39 0. 00 0.46
8 A. marina 1.1 1.34 0. 69 1.02 1.07 0.93 0. 88 0.83
9 A. marina 1.1 1.79 1.39 1.02 1.33 1.29 1.75 1.18
10 A. corniculatum 0.82 0. 89 0. 00 1.02 1.21 1. 00 0. 88 0. 63
11 A. marina 1.1 0 0. 69 1.02 0.87 0.54 1.75 1.23
12 B. gymnorrhiz 1.1 0.89 0. 00 0.51 0.99 0.91 0.44 0.69
13 A. marina 1.1 1.79 0. 69 1.02 0. 89 0.74 1.75 1.21
14 A. corniculatum 0.82 0. 89 2.78 0.51 1. 10 1.21 0.44 1.29
15 A. marina 1.1 1.79 0. 69 1.53 0.93 0.46 1.75 1.04
16 A. marina 1.1 0.45 0. 00 1.02 1. 10 1.91 0.44 0.52
17 A. marina 1.1 1.79 0. 00 1.02 1.13 1.31 0.44 0.53
18 A. corniculatum 0.82 0.45 2.08 1.02 1.21 1. 96 0. 88 1.03
19 A. corniculatum 0.82 1.79 2.08 1.53 1.21 2.76 0.44 0.70
20 A. marina 1.1 0.45 0. 69 1.02 1.21 0. 81 1.75 1.05
21 A. marina 1.1 0.45 0. 69 1.02 0.91 0.79 0.44 0.75
22 A. marina 1.1 0. 89 0. 00 1.02 1.01 0.76 1.75 0.92
23 A. marina 1.1 0.45 0.00 1.02 1.20 1.57 0.44 0.51
24 A. marina 1.1 1.79 0. 00 1.02 0.97 0. 69 1.32 0.82
25 A. marina 1.1 0.45 2.08 0.51 1.21 0. 87 1.75 1.77
26 A. corniculatum 0.82 1.79 2.08 1.02 0.73 0. 66 0. 88 1.37
27 A. marina 1.1 0.45 0. 69 1.02 1.04 0.96 0. 88 0. 84
28 A. marina 1.1 1.34 1.39 1.53 0.99 0.59 1.75 1.20
29 B. gymnorrhiz 0.55 1.79 2.78 1.02 1. 06 1. 06 0. 88 1.33
30 A. marina 1.1 0. 89 0. 69 0.51 1. 06 0.73 1.32 1.19
31 A. marina 1.1 0. 89 1.39 0.51 0.90 0.74 0. 88 1.30
32 A. corniculatum 0.82 1.79 1.39 0.51 1.27 1.41 0. 88 1. 08
33 A. corniculatum 0.82 0. 89 0. 00 0.51 0.74 0. 81 0. 00 0. 62
34 A. corniculatum 0.82 1.34 0.69 1.53 0.76 0.97 0. 00 0.54
35 A. marina 1.1 0. 89 2.08 1.02 0.76 0.36 1.75 1. 84
36 A. marina 1.1 0. 89 0. 69 1.53 0.99 0. 89 0.44 0.61
37 A. marina 1.1 0 1.39 1.02 0.97 0.59 1.32 1.24
38 A. corniculatum 0.82 0 1.39 1.02 0.90 0.79 1.32 1.26
s
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Tab. 4 Absolute differences between homogeneity index and its parameters
No. Tree species X (1) X;(2) X;(3) X;(4) X;(5) X;(6) X (7) Xo
1 A. marina 0.24 0.48 0. 86 0. 67 0.02 0.40 0. 89 0. 86
2 A. marina 0.45 1. 14 0. 65 0.37 0. 08 0.16 0.21 0.65
3 A. marina 0.44 0.21 0.03 0.15 0.35 0. 80 0. 66 0. 66
4 A. corniculatum 0.5 0.02 0.07 0.30 0.51 0. 66 0. 00 1.32
5 A. corniculatum 0. 69 0.17 0.12 0.49 0.70 0.90 0.24 1.51
6 A. corniculatum 0. 61 0.98 0. 65 0.92 0.42 0.50 0.55 1.43
7 A. marina 0. 64 0.46 0.23 1.07 0. 61 0.93 0. 46 0. 46
8 A. marina 0.27 0.51 0.14 0.19 0.24 0.10 0.05 0.83
9 A. marina 0. 08 0.61 0.21 0.16 0.15 0.11 0.57 1.18
10 A. corniculatum 0.19 0.26 0.63 0.39 0.58 0.37 0.25 0.63
11 A. marina 0.13 1.23 0.54 0.21 0.36 0. 69 0.52 1.23
12 B. gymnorrhiz 0.41 0.2 0. 69 0.18 0.30 0.22 0.25 0. 69
13 A. marina 0.11 0.58 0.52 0.19 0.32 0. 47 0.54 1.21
14 A. corniculatum 0. 47 0.4 1. 49 0.78 0.19 0.08 0.85 1.29
15 A. marina 0. 06 0.75 0.35 0.49 0.11 0.58 0.71 1.04
16 A. marina 0.58 0.07 0.52 0.50 0.58 1.39 0. 08 0.52
17 A. marina 0.57 1.26 0.53 0.49 0. 60 0.78 0.09 0.53
18 A. corniculatum 0.21 0.58 1.05 0.01 0.18 0.93 0.15 1.03
19 A. corniculatum 0.12 1.09 1.38 0.83 0.51 2.06 0.26 0.70
20 A. marina 0.05 0.6 0.36 0.03 0.16 0.24 0.70 1.05
21 A. marina 0.35 0.3 0. 06 0.27 0.16 0.04 0.31 0.75
22 A. marina 0.18 0.03 0.92 0.10 0.09 0.16 0.83 0.92
23 A. marina 0.59 0. 06 0.51 0.51 0.69 1. 06 0.07 0.51
24 A. marina 0.28 0.97 0.82 0.20 0.15 0.13 0.50 0. 82
25 A. marina 0.67 1.32 0.31 1.26 0. 56 0.90 0.02 1.77
26 A. corniculatum 0.55 0.42 0.71 0.35 0. 64 0.71 0.49 1.37
27 A. marina 0.26 0.39 0.15 0.18 0.20 0.12 0.04 0.84
28 A. marina 0.1 0.14 0.19 0.33 0.21 0.61 0.55 1.20
29 B. gymnorrhiz 0.78 0. 46 1.45 0.31 0.27 0.27 0.45 1.33
30 A. marina 0.09 0.3 0. 50 0. 68 0.13 0. 46 0.13 1. 19
31 A. marina 0.2 0.41 0.09 0.79 0.40 0.56 0.42 1.30
32 A. corniculatum 0.26 0.71 0. 31 0.57 0.19 0.33 0.20 1. 08
33 A. corniculatum 0.2 0.27 0.62 0.11 0.12 0.19 0.62 0.62
34 A. corniculatum 0.28 0.8 0.15 0.99 0.22 0.43 0. 54 0.54
35 A. marina 0.74 0.95 0.24 0.82 1.08 1.48 0.09 1. 84
36 A. marina 0.49 0.28 0.08 0.92 0.38 0.28 0.17 0.61
37 A. marina 0. 14 1.24 0.15 0.22 0.27 0. 65 0. 08 1.24
38 A. corniculatum 0. 44 1.26 0.13 0.24 0.36 0.47 0. 06 1.26
0. 644 > 0.638 >
0.616 > 0. 607, s S
> s
> °
o >
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Tab. 5 Correlative coefficient between mangrove stand spatial structure homogeneity index and its parameters
No. Tree species X (1) X;(2) X;(3) X;(4) X;(5) X;(6) X (7) Xo
1 A. marina 0. 698 0. 596 0. 483 0. 492 1. 000 0.748 0.333 0. 86
2 A. marina 0.524 0.378 0. 556 0. 640 0.903 0. 899 0.679 0. 65
3 A. marina 0.530 0.782 1. 000 0. 821 0. 629 0. 585 0. 403 0. 66
4 A. corniculatum 0. 494 1. 000 0.951 0. 688 0.533 0. 633 1. 000 1.32
5 A. corniculatum 0. 407 0.819 0. 896 0.571 0.452 0. 554 0. 650 1.51
6 A. corniculatum 0. 440 0.415 0. 556 0.413 0.583 0. 699 0. 447 1.43
7 A. marina 0.427 0. 607 0.795 0.376 0. 487 0. 546 0.492 0. 46
8 A. marina 0. 667 0.581 0. 876 0.780 0.718 0.947 0. 899 0.83
9 A. marina 0.936 0. 535 0.812 0.810 0.812 0.939 0.438 1.18
10 A. corniculatum 0.759 0.739 0. 564 0. 627 0. 500 0. 764 0. 640 0.63
11 A. marina 0. 846 0. 360 0. 603 0.762 0. 622 0.622 0.461 1.23
12 B. gymnorrhiz 0.550 0.791 0. 540 0.790 0. 667 0. 856 0. 640 0. 69
13 A. marina 0. 880 0. 548 0.613 0.780 0. 651 0.713 0.452 1.21
14 A. corniculatum 0.512 0. 642 0. 347 0. 454 0.767 0. 964 0.344 1.29
15 A. marina 0.978 0.482 0.708 0.571 0. 862 0. 665 0. 385 1. 04
16 A. marina 0.454 0.932 0.613 0. 566 0. 500 0. 442 0. 848 0.52
17 A. marina 0. 458 0.354 0. 608 0.571 0. 491 0.591 0.832 0.53
18 A. corniculatum 0.733 0.548 0.432 1. 000 0.778 0. 546 0. 748 1.03
19 A. corniculatum 0. 863 0. 389 0. 365 0.438 0.533 0. 346 0. 631 0.70
20 A. marina 1. 000 0. 540 0.701 0.970 0. 800 0. 843 0. 389 1.05
21 A. marina 0. 595 0.708 0.963 0.711 0. 800 1. 000 0. 589 0.75
22 A. marina 0.772 0. 986 0. 465 0.877 0. 889 0. 899 0.349 0.92
23 A. marina 0. 449 0.944 0.618 0. 561 0. 455 0.512 0. 864 0.51
24 A. marina 0. 657 0.417 0. 495 0.771 0.812 0.922 0.471 0. 82
25 A. marina 0.415 0.343 0. 735 0.339 0.509 0. 554 0. 957 1.77
26 A. corniculatum 0. 468 0. 630 0.533 0. 653 0. 475 0.615 0.476 1.37
27 A. marina 0.677 0. 648 0. 866 0.790 0.757 0.930 0.918 0.84
28 A. marina 0. 898 0. 850 0. 829 0. 667 0.747 0. 652 0. 447 1.20
29 B. gymnorrhiz 0.376 0. 607 0.353 0. 681 0. 691 0. 823 0. 497 1.33
30 A. marina 0.917 0.708 0.622 0. 489 0. 836 0.718 0.774 1.19
31 A. marina 0. 746 0. 636 0.928 0.451 0. 596 0.673 0.514 1.30
32 A. corniculatum 0.677 0. 496 0. 735 0.533 0.767 0.787 0. 690 1. 08
33 A. corniculatum 0. 746 0.731 0. 568 0. 865 0. 848 0. 877 0.418 0.62
34 A. corniculatum 0. 657 0. 466 0. 866 0. 395 0.737 0.733 0. 452 0.54
35 A. marina 0. 389 0.422 0.787 0. 441 0. 346 0. 426 0. 832 1. 84
36 A. marina 0. 500 0.723 0.939 0.413 0. 609 0.817 0.724 0.61
37 A. marina 0. 830 0.358 0. 866 0.753 0. 691 0. 637 0. 848 1.24
38 A. corniculatum 0.530 0.354 0. 886 0. 736 0. 622 0.713 0. 881 1.26
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