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[Abstract]  Objective To study the clinical significance of osteopontin OPN and its receptor CD44v6 expression
in oral squamous cell carcinoma OSCC . Methods OPN and CD44v6 expression were examined in OSCC n=59 and
normal oral mucosa n=12 by EnVision™ method, the staining- grade were quantitatively studied by multiple functional
image analyzer. Their expression grade of different clinical and pathological index were statistically studied. Results
OPN expression grade was significantly higher in OSCC than that in normal oral mucosa P<0.05 . Significant deviation
of OPN expression grade was found between different clinical stages, as well as between the groups with or without
cervical lymph node metastasis. The group with cervical lymphnode metastasis had higher expression than that of the
group without lymph node metastasis P<0.05 . However, there was no significant deviation between the expression
grade in well- differentiated group and moderate or poorly differentiated group. The expression of CD44v6 showed no
correlation with that of OPN, nor any difference between OSCC and normal oral mucosa. Conclusion OPN over
expression was found in OSCC, and the expression level has correlation with the clinical staging and with cervical
lymph node metastasis status. CD44v6 expression showed no difference between OSCC and normal oral mucosa nor
any correlation with that of OPN.
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Tab 1 The Relations between the expression of OPN, CD44v6 and clinical pathology index in OSCC
OPN % P CDA44v6 % P
20 35.85£7.21 23.73%6.29
16 45.79+8.18 0.045* 25.24+4.83 0.632
23 74.58+10.84 0.036* 26.28+7.13 0.778
20 64.3717.01 24.53+4.96
39 40.07+16.52 0.008* 26.1247.19 0.512
38 50.59+23.18 27.63+6.22
21 58.21+13.18 0.456 23.95+4.28 0.473
*  P<0.05
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