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Cryptanalysis and Improvements of RC4 Algorithm

HU Liang, CHI Ling, YUAN Wei, LI Hong-tu, CHU Jian-feng
(College of Computer Science and Technology, Jilin University, Changchun 130012, China)

Abstract: Based on security risks for RC4 algorithm, we presented some improvements. The improved
algorithm can resist the fault induction attack via adding the self-error detection phase, and resist Knudsen’ s
attack via adding the byte conversion phase. After analyzing the security of the improved algorithm, we proved
that the improved algorithm can resist the fault induction attack and Knudsen’ s attack validly, the security of
the RC4 algorithm is hence enhanced.
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1 RC4 &Eik

RC4 535 1 55 EMRAS BT 22 B 1 Rivest " FF &, filbti & RSA M R #H Z —. RC4 Bk LT
R AR T S, B A—AS R KB 5L al, XL AT AR AR He , 7 AR R Lt i 2%
HFH), S KREHFR N S & S RC4 B L, TR R, 1) %488 B 7% (key-scheduling
algorithm, KSA) . FI T E S & MW taHED; 2) PAREHL A= i35 5 ( pseudo random-generation algorithm
PRGA) . HITEIBENLICE , Ik S &nEaaHRSIF. RC4 LT,

RC4_Run(N,K) :

KSA: S,[i] =i(i=0,1,---,2"-1), i, =0, j, =0;

i, =1, ,+1;

J,=j,_,+S,_,[i,_,] +K[i,_,mod ];

S[i,]1=S,_,1071,S10]=S_1[i],t=1,2,---,N-1.

PRGA: i, =0, j, =0;

i, =i, +1;7,=j_,+S,_,[i];

S,Li 1=, SLil=8_1Lil;

Z =S,[S[i]+S[j]].
Hr, n R— AP HHG DN F I RE; NRRKENRN n 0 —AF 68 o ErY S5, B
N=2"; i, j, RPN SEG KFRFTEH, | AHKE, [ =K IR, Z, R0 o I 2000 %0 H A
I, K Z, SWSCREG R, K Z, 5% SO e

2 INdE RC4 EiEoHT

BT, P& RC4 Sk i i EEAE T RC4 J AR B 19 55 28 81 1 K4y 719 (O =1 2 H PRLI)
BT BRI RN BEXT RCA SR M S MR UM, 225, Hoch 555 TN T7 41 B0 1 A 158 5 | ATk
ik, JEXT RC4 LT 08, 4 T A ], AT A b ey RC4 L.

2.1 WHIRFIANBE

R ] TR A, PR R s AT N, 6 AT B A A o AR IR, B
mefin A S R, R A A BRI A . Bl E AN B B R 2 A R A T A A R, HH AR
JEF PR R A I 4 Ak AL 5 B TCT 4 2 T s R FE T A A R R B N 2 &5 SR B A T 40T e, A
T4 78 B R R 2 | X AR R IR S | A B WAk R 22 70 i o M. 0 i X S8 03 B O ik i S8R it it
P T SRS | AERIREL. W r BB R

Normal_Run: IE#i21T RC4 Bk —IK, 105k B2 1 BT

Fault_Run T(t) : FHEAT RC4 535, 156, M), BB N i, A, B Swap(S,[i,,, 1,8, [/, 1) Rk
TR, 18]S @HYES ¢ MU TIARTGR, IC3E— DR 2] 17

Fault_Run T(t,n) : BHHEAT RCA B3k, 766, M j,_ B8R 6, Flj,, H Swap(S, [i,],S,_,[j,]) &
PATHT, 7S BRI n AMEEBIASSR, 05 ABHRGF R0 « M b SR 2, RUERIE « 4
BTN Z, 5

Judge : 3B FIKTES IR G AT 5 72 A IS 1R 25 0 728 (type A il type_B) , BIAT 53y b 4% H 4
RS, BEfR T .

1) Normal_Run;

2) &i1=1; J=0;

3) XA ie[0,255], A is_det[i] =0;

4) Fauli_Run T(t);

5) % n=0;

6) if (n=t) thenn=n+1, goto7) ; else goto 8) ;
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7) Fault_Run T(n) ;

8) if (Z,=Z) then {if (n<256) then {n=n+1; goto 6)} else goto 9) | ; else

@ YkBLizf77) , il N — AR 2] T

@ if (T=T") then {templ = (n -J); J=n; type_A =1; if (is_det[z] =0) then S,[t] =

(n=D)t;

@ if (T#T )then {temp2 =n; type_B =1; if (is_det[n] =0)then S,[n] =Z,|;

@ if (type_B =1&&type_A =1&&is_det[ J] =0) then S,[J] = (temp2 —templ ) ; goto 9) | ;

® if (type_B =0&&type_A =1&&is_det[ J] =0&&n =256)

{if (templ =Z,) then {S,[J] = (J —templ); goto 9) | else{S,[J] =Z,; goto 9) | | ;

© if (type_B =1&&typeA =0&&is_det[ 1] =0&&n =256) then {S,[t] =(1-J); goto9) | ;

@ if (n<256) then {n=n+1; goto 6) | ;

9) if (1<256) then {z=t+1;goto4) | else END.

Hoch 211X} RC4 S ARSI AT 25 SRR WY, 5 22 2 AN B4 701 2 AR IR ST A FIIK K RC4
AP IR, Biham 5" ZEWFSE T RCA MRSRGI AT ITICE G, 88 72 2" N3 A 70 200K
BRG] LI RCA BRI IR RS SR,

2.2 Knudsen FPIREIEN B H

PR FFM B J7 24T Xt RC4 S35 19 PRGA, i Knudsen 55-* $2 . JA BRI 80 #
AR —BUE S 2R PROA it (H, QPRI REMRIA X L850 H HH5 1 PRGA BRI IRIRES, A
SR BV AT AR 2L A AT AT L, RCA SR D e BBCets  J d % P SR 285 v A SR A7 " WAL 1 7
2, ATARSE O A AR S IR MR AR T ORI, D B AR T T A R
B TR, BOE ARG RR ST AR MG AR EETRE ;A SRR A AR e BP0 B A
AR AR A Y, Bods & RS 3] 7 — IR B NFIRES. P IRa T

1) K S, | [, | &S E PRI .

@© WRAH, #%2);

@ WREAME, H2" —a DARBIAENT S, [, ] RIE, T8 o, B2, =5, , +S ,[i,], K5
F2);

2) Kutr Z, BET o PHAME, BESENTRESCHEZ T,

O #HEFET, &S, []1=5"12]1-S_0], fads_ [j | 2RCHMRED . wRa, Mg
EREBETNRTERANS, [, &%, WA+, ¥1), k8, HAR%T, MHIFE, &A1) H
Q) THAT S, [, 1B QREA, WWENITHE R S, [j, | R EBTE o, T HATE, WFHRITHE
WS, [ JRE, SR o, AR 1) ; A 7E, MIIMBUP)E, &0 1) @, RS, | [, JE;

Q@ HARET, MEE3).

3) Kt S, [, | 2R E AR .

O WREA, H2" —a, DRBIGEXS S, [, IRE, EH o, WWH i, =S,_,[i]+S,_.[j], W
¢S, i, RSO . WA, WHIW S, [, ] 2R T 7, RS, W4 c+1, &0 1) ; GE2RAM
S, WIHBP G S, BRXT S, [, WA WlREcA 1, MDWEE Z, R ABTE o, 1 WERAE, W BF
HOFXS S, [, VR s RATE, R Z, WkME 25 S, [0, ], BHia,, 2 o+1, RIA1); WRM2" —a, Py
FRAAEXT S, [, IR0 G, MR 1) i@, SRS, (6, ]I

@ A, W&, =S, [i] +S_,[j,], WE S, [ ] EEeWMAE. mREEE, W Z, WES
S,[i], EHia, &e+1, R 1); WRAM, WHEIFEE, &RE1) PO, FHXS,_, [, ] BRIEH.

Hrr, Sz ] Fonfmibh i z, TENHOIRES S XTI & 5,8, 06,1, S, [, ] 4008 ¢ i 2]
JoSLi) SLVIOHE: o, SE AR5, R ik, A SR EI T n =8 IBEPLIRZS 10 22
SITR L MR AW, SR CHREARESAE B e EEm. 58 2 R MW AR S T E g B
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T, HEZREN 2.
F1 n=8 HHTRSHNERE

Table 1 Complexity of the random state when n =8

B MR RN R SEIER Sy BEHLRAS B o B AME BEHLR B o
<142 =21 163 2% 184 289
143 2148.94 164 288.31 185 241.01
144 2147 165 257 186 2%
145 2! 166 2% 187 2%
146 2139.57 167 28(].67 188 235.56
147 21360 168 27%% 189 2%®
148 2133.45 169 275.72 190 232. 12
149 213(].43 170 273.3(] 191 23(].47
150 217 171 270% 192 2%
151 2124. 16 172 268.54 193 227.28
152 2I2I.3I 173 266.22 194 225.76
153 2I]8.6() 174 263.9’2 195 224.28
154 2I15.7O 175 26I.66 196 222.85
155 211 176 204 197 2146
156 21 177 27 198 228
157 2071 178 20 199 21%%
158 214 179 2% 200 217
159 2101.65 180 25(].88 201 216.39
160 298. 93 181 248.84 202 2]5.24
161 2%3 182 248 203 248
162 256 183 2% 204 2B

3 X RC4 Eixpysist

H TR DR 5 A 5 2478 RCA Sk b B rpad b o) A B IR AL A48 0%, PRI T4 52 10 5 TE 0 1Y
BRI R AXT LY S8 R R LSS R AW, AT B W R A Y. AR Ry g A B
BEAIL” F58, AR T N k.

Hix1 PRCA.

1) i, =0, j, =0;

2)i,=i,_,+15j7,=5,_,+S,_,[i];

3) A, =S, [i,]-S,_,[j], Hicm R EREFIH S, ;

4) SLiJ=S_0i1, Sil=S8_Lil;

5) 2 A, =801 -S1i], Bt 8REF5h S, ;

6) ¥ S,_, 5 S, FXI N FATHIRARE, count(S,_, [i,] =S,[i,]7#0);

7) if (count(S,_,[i,] -S,[i,]#0) =3), then close RC4_Run;

8) if (count(S,_,[i,] =S,[i,]1#0) =2), then {if (A, #B,) then close RC4

9) Z,=S,[S,[i]+S,1j]].

T E ] R, IR AR R, BTN G, R, Swap (S, (6,8, [ ) RIAT
A, FEH PG A SRR 20 R BP9, I 5 1E % 34T RC4 FIEAS B 1Y %54 7 91 47100
bl , i AW R A 0 SCRIZE Y AR B 1Y RC4 AW IR IR,

A A F BRI —A B FeA A 02D BR UL 1R85 I ABGE A St 2 AR Sa o X L 22
B AR S, BYZBAEFIT RC4 S ks AT A IR 5 A Bl & 990 1R iR o I A, il g B 3G A
ABRAFIBfE T RCA BRI T I AATE B 3 S 558 5 | ABGE , 2R RC4 B ia 1T 5 iR
it [ A A LB HIWG € — Vs AT IR, WA BUh & S iR T | AYGE, WgksLiz1T RC4 SRk

if (A, =B,) then goto 9) | ;

Run 9



%53 M Wl 5%, 45 RC4 LM E A St 515

WA TA. BIEHER T .

1) FE i, Fj,_ FE ki, By, e, PR R, BRI S, (i ]S, [, ] 251, iE N
A, BIRESIER S,

2) TEASHATE Swap (S, [i,],S, , [j, D HATIE, TS, [, | S, [, 1 HIZEME, i N A, MIREICHN
S

3) ¥ S, 5 S, R TARUHIR , TR (S, [0, - S, [0, ] #0) % H ;

4) WERKGE HEE N 3, M2 kB,

5) WNRAA R BIECH K2, WK A, 5 A, RS ARSI A

MFsc#E S, (i ] =S (7], S[j] =S _,li], LB XN 7T S, [, 15 S, [i, ]z
HRI R S, [, 1A S, [, 12k S, [, ] A S, [j, B2 ME. Bir9k6) fa, Huext s, i, JM S, [J,]
AT T 383, HAMAE B A(EIR RS, FrRIXT S, 5 S, ¥ r d- AT A, BR T X o B A P XHEAS Ky
04, HAHA F I ERMN ST 0. B, E5I ARG S8 HAE LB

1) $UTHIR6) J5H 3 MEATET 0, WUBHSEF SR T, Hol ARG EA R ACHA &
0 S, L, RS, [ ] =&Z—, HTHKRSERNAE, Bk 1 2K 0BT,

2) Wl B SI AR IE S AL B S, [, ] M1 S, [j 1WiEhz—, £ 3) hid® T 21
A IR S, HSIASE DAL SR Swap (S, [4,],S, ., [j, 1) dT)m, RIEZLER 3) $i47)5, i
SET A, AT B RRES S, WRIER 217 RC4 Bk, MIPHAE(E A, FA, BEARSE. (Hrch&E7E
HA5IATHRAFT, FENDZELRAME, RIE AL, Bk 1 SZ&EiETT.

REREM T HAEEXT PGRA X, Wil & 8 e 2018 R 2 i i 8, I C X0 aa RS 13
SrE T RAE, A BB AT AT SO F A ) T WA AR B BP0 LR A, Hrb i S X w1 L RS R A
TRRAE, TEASEDHT R S T A G S ERAS IR B0 S B e AT EG, SR 4T B N R 1 .
I, ATAER BT R AN AT AR, [ i R b D s R 0. TR,
TERE 1 RISERE RS ook, FROM B 2.

ikt n =8, FIF24H 0 128 £, B 16 75, #7104} 2° =256 B mod, 43 5EH ko, k- ks

B3i%2 PRGA.

1) io :Os jo =O;

2) i,=i,_ 15, =), +S,_, [iz} H

3) A, =S, _,[i,]-S,_,[j], Hicls i EREFIIN S, ;

4) S,Li,1=8_.01jl,SLil=S_1lil;

5) A A, =S,[j,]-S[i], Hiclh e E8REFIH S, ;

6) ¥ S, 5 S, HX R F KA, count(S,_,[i,] -S,[i,]#0);

7) if (count(S,_,[i,] -S,[i,]#0) =3), then close RC4_Rum;

8) if (count(S,_,[i,] =S,[i,]1#0) =2), then {if (A,#B,) then close RC4;.; if (4, =B,) then goto 9) | ;

9) if ((S,[7,]+5,[j,1)mod 256 #k, &&(S,[i,] +S,[j 1)mod 256255 -k, H m =0,1,---,15),

then {Z, =S,[S,[7,] +S,[7,1]};

10) if ((S,[i,] +S,[j,1)mod 256 =k_ || (S,[i,] +5S,[j,])mod 256 =255 =k, , Hiffm=0,1,---,15),

then {Z, ={255-S,[S,[i,] +S,[j,]]}mod 256}.

RASFEMTCE: FZ45EXT PGRA BB, I HATHE SRS 2408 22 1Y% SR Hh 539 1 O B IE B i 350
SRR TS, T2, ATLAS AR i B30 401 LR B A TR0 256 Busidf- 55 255 25, i
RN AR SEE (5 RO UM 202 RT3 50 k. A0 s ExT 256 BUREIE 5 k, AHSE, W4ksLiagT
RCA Bk, BIst0589) , IEw IR BT I aism hES T £, 5K 255 -k, , WEf72588 10) , 77
REER«i SN

4 REMSH
T A SCIPIABGHSE R IF AT RCA SERAR E T Tl , HAEHOPIAxt RCA SEREAT RO 7
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BT, FrLARCE IS ) RCA Sk 22 MR ORMHS T H: I B T AT 2 L3

PG IALGE, BT HEEIE Rk rE, 5k 1 Fsn T AR DI6E, Huoh & s iR
FIAT S, Mo Rl Tt s, AR UOAETEY, Irilsk o A AR A 247
LAk, WA RS 1k T HFRG AL, (B2 BRI REA B A2 AT R 2 RC4 RETEIEH
BATIEBL T B A RA R B2k, 5% 1 7RI RCA SRk i3m0kt 4, R j,_ WS 22 (B A7t /e
SRR, R T R FIWAR BR, XT R A, A, SRR RS B 25 5, I
RC4 Fas rid B R A AERTR G I ALGE TS AR« I REAL R 71y, SOk IR X RC4 S0k
L5 | TR AT T A TSOR , IAMAEBGATE 2 E RCA A IE W 1817 I 3L 51 38 RC4
FRZAE R DL

XFPIREHEMLGE, i THATRARRIRRE , (M 17505 2 Aekott. 53005 2 ket Rk 1 ny 6l
_EARSEET XPRES RN A T B OGP BRI Tk, BRI TR R A D BR. T AR T
AR, ARSI IR, WAAZUAIE T TR 16 DI T T8 (535h 16 MNP HE
ITEHADC, FrLUAELIRTEN) |, THIX 16 555 YBT3 a5 08U Ui 29 7€ R4
Bl B NIRRT, WX AT 1 A s SRR &, F1(255 -k, ) MR 75, BAT T A 25 TE
JL, BrUEREA T P R 0a 5 R T EANE R RC4 S0k th BT S ROBEA LY. X Ry ik 1 dedi %
PEAPIRS RGBT B R 2R, MRS 9 A I, ey, Mo e AURE MR 16 4~ 35 10
F1 7784, SRIG A REX BAR T HEATIREL. Xk, BB AN T C,, KT 2P A0, RGN
{H T 203 T, BZARINA 20 A, WERIEBCE RIF TR 75, MK AR el s
FARZIE N, 50 2 ot TR T R B B, W T e T I R DR ORI R AS BT A I
ZI PSR e, I, B B FER T REURE | s T IREL L. REF
TEA P T IS E R A FUR S 255 s, IRORE U T AF e B 7, B AT A 2 [l
A SRRSO B S 1Y, AT B0 B .
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