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Interrogative Mood and Boundary Tone in Chinese

Abstract: Different strength in question out of context is found by listening test of speech material, and a
transitional tone between interrogative mood and declarative mood is verified by identification test in this study. And
the points of view on boundary tone with echo question are supported by acoustic analysis: the information about
question and statement is carried by boundary tone; when boundary tone with question falls on a stressed-syllable, the
slope and/or register of its Fy contour is larger and/or higher than that with statement; Fy contour of boundary tone
with question in Standard Chinese keeps its citation form, whatever tone-1, tone-2, tone-3 or tone-4;The duration of
the stressed-syllable bearing boundary tone with question is longer than that with statement, but the duration of the
stressed-syllable bearing boundary tone with question and that with statement are not always longer than that of its
preceding syllable respectively. In this paper, it is pointed out that when boundary tone falls on a neutral-tone syllable,
it can also be represented by the slope and register of its Fy contour; the duration of neutral-tone syllable bearing
boundary tone with question is always longer than that with statement. It is confirmed by synthesis that boundary
tone is indispensable and independent to differentiate between question and statement. It is advocated that the slope
and/or register of the F, contour in boundary tone with question is larger and/or higher than that with statement so the
feature of boundary tone with question is high, and the feature of boundary tone with statement is low. On the
whole, the boundary tone with question is more stressed than that with statement.

Key words: question, statement, boundary tone, slope of Fq contour, register of Fy contour
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