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An Empirical Study of the Effects of Narrow Listening on Incidental

Vocabulary Acquisition

YU Fen-lei

('International Studies College, Ningbo University, Ningbo 315211, China )

Abstract: This research, based on SPSS, investigates the effects of different lexical elaborations and lexical types on
non-English-major college students’ incidental vocabulary acquisition from the perspective of narrow listening in IELTS
listening practice. The results show that: 1) the training of narrow listening significantly facilitates incidental acquisition of
target words; 2) lexical elaboration has better effects on vocabulary acquisition than non-elaboration; and 3) the acquisition of
technical words appears better than that of academic and low-frequency words.

Key words: narrow listening; lexical elaboration; lexical type; incidental vocabulary acquisition
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