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The English School and Neo-liberal Institutionalism: Two Institutional Theories
Zhang Qianming

(Institute of International Politics, Zhejiang University, Hangzhou 310028, China)
Abgtract : In the international studies, the English School and Neoliberal Institutionalism are two
theoretical schools which follow different academic traditions and research styles. Although they
have smilarity in international anarchy, the actors in international politics, international order
and international institutions, they have great differencesin their explanations on the essence of
international systems, institutional styles, and formation and function of international
institutions. One important reason that some scholars mix up the English School and Neo-liberal
Institutionalism is that they have only noticed the smilarity of the two but neglected their
differences. The differences of the two theories on internationa institutions lie not only in the
fact that British and American academies have different explanations on social sciences and their
understandings in epistemology and methodology , but also in the fact that scholars of the two
countries have different academic traditions and surroundings. What is more important is that
Britain and the United States have different historical status and face different issues of
international systems after World War 11.
Key words: English School; Neo-liberal Institutionalism; international society; international

system; international regime

[ ] 2007-04-11 [ . Thttp :// www. journal s. zju. edu. cn/ soc
[ ] “ 985
[ ]



68 ( ) 38

20 90 . ;
“
» [1]390
? ?
?
20 50
[2]5

[3]10- 14

[4]105

[5]1,132

, :B.Buzan " From International System to International Society: Structural Realism
and Regime Theory Meet the English School )" I nternational Organization, Vol. 47 ,No. 3(1993) ,p. 327;B. Buzan,” The
English School :An Underexploited Resourcein IR " Review of International Studies, No.27(2001) ,p. 475;R.Jackson &
G. Sorensen, Introductionto International Relations,New York:Oxford Universty Press,1999 p. 167



[4]106
[6]28- 29
, ?
?
(7139 o M
» [5]101
[8]52- 54,64
]
»[6]68- 71
, Hedley Bull ,

The Anarchical Society ,London:Macmillan Press Ltd. ,1995 ,pp.128 - 129



70 ( ) 38
1 TR » [6]74- 77
[9]52- 53
[10]294 - 297 , « ” ( )
113 ” ( )
(Gemeinschaft) “ " ,
( Gesell schaft) ,
[11]54 - 144
(Chris Brown)
[12]110- 113
(International Institutions) ,
(1)

;(2)

(International Regimes) ,

; (3)



71

(International Conventions) ,

[8]71

[9]53- 54

[5]2,66 - 167

[6]165 - 166



72

38

[14]

20

[15]18

[13]9

[13]186



73

20

[16]11

60

1648

[6]30

[18]174

20

60

20

[18]173 -

174

1958

[17]xi - xii

20

70



74

[1]

[2]

[3]

[4]

[5]

[6]

[7]

[8]

[9]

[10]

[11]

[12]

[13]

[14]

[15]

[16]
[17]

[18]

, : ,1998 [ Wang Yizhou, The Western
International Politics: History and Theory ,Shanghai : Shanghai People s Publishing House ,1998. ]
B. A. Roberson(eds.) ,International Society and the Development of |nternational Relations Theory ,London
and Washington: Pinter ,1998.
[ 1] - : , , : ,2004
[O. R. Keohane, Liberalism, Power and Governance in a Partially Globalized World ,trans. by Men
Honghua ,Beijing : Peking University Press,2004. |
M. Wight , Power Politics L eicester :L eicester University Press,1978.
R. Keohane, I nternational Institutions and State Power ,Boulder :Westview Press,1989.
[ 1] . : , , : ,2001 [O. R. Keohane, Af ter
Hegemony ,trans. by Su Changhe ,Shanghai : Shanghai People s Publishing House ,2001. ]
R.J.Vincent "Order in Internationa Politics,"in J.D.B. Miller & R.J. Vincent (eds.) ,Order and Violence:
Hedley Bull and International Relations,Oxford:Clarendon Press,1990.
H.Bull , The Anarchical Society:A Study of Order in World Politics London:Macmillan PressLtd. ,1995.
A.Wendt & R.Duvall " Institutions and International Order ,"in Czempiel Ernst-Otto & J.N. Rosenau(eds.) ,
Global Changes and Theoretical Challenges: Approaches to World Politics f or the 1990s, Massachusetts/
Toronto :L exington Books Issues,1990 ,pp.51-71.
: , ,2000 [ Su Changhe, Common Global Issues
and I nternational Cooperation, Shanghai : Shanghal People s Publishing House, 2000. ]
[ 1] . : , , : ,1999 [ Ferdinand Tonnies,
Gemeinschaf t and Gesellschaft ,trans. by Lin Rongyuan ,Beijing: The Commercia Press,1999. ]
B. Buzan, From International to World Society ? English School Theory and the Social Structure of
Globalization ,Cambridge: Cambridge University Press,2004.
Tim Dunne, Inventing International Society: A History of the English School ,London: Macmillan Press
Ltd. ,1998.
C. Hill /" History and International Relations,”in S. Smith (eds.) , International Relations: British and
American Perspectives ,Oxford:Basl Blackwell Ltd. ,1985 ,pp. 126-145.
2004 , 1-35 [ Zhu Yingquan,” Theory of Western International Relations: A Genera View from a
Disciplinary Perspective,” in Zhu Yingquan (eds.) , International Relations Review , Nanjing: Nanjing
University Press,2004 ,pp.1-35. ]
H.Butterfiedld & M. Wighteds,Di plomatic I nvesti gations ,Massachusetts: Harvard University Press,1966.
Steve Smith (eds.) , International Relations: British and American Perspectives, Oxford: Basil Blackwell
Ltd. ,1985.
, 2005 3 , 165176
[Qin Yaging ' The Key Issuesof International Relations Theory and the Formation of Chinese Schools,” China
Social Science,No. 3(2005) ,pp. 165176. ]



