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Chinese Farmers Occupation Change and Expectations in Career Choice
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Abstract : The critical progressof urbanization in China dependson the transformation of farmers
social status. However , in the process of tranforming the status of farmers into the status of
urban residents, only afew farmers have changed themselvesinto urban residents by the Chinese
government’ s definition of residential right or hukou. The majority of farmers have only changed
their farming occupation into non-farming ones. Usng the intrageneration mobility table, this
paper analyzes the changes in the farmers’ earlier jobs, present jobs and future career
expectations, egpecially their nonfarming tranforming process and tendency. The results
indicate that alot of farmers have changed their occupationfrom their earlier ones, but only afew
of them have achieved their career expectations. Therefore, the non-farming trangorming process
will dow down in the future. Working experience in the nonfarming sectors has broadened
farmers views andinduced their desiresto move to more decent jobswith their own capacities. It
is the employed workers and not the farmers who have the highest career expectations and hence
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more likely to take other jobs. Self-employed workers are a link between low-tier and high-tier
occupations. When the occupation mobility route is gradually shortened, middie-tier occupation
will work as a deck for farmers to move toward to high-tier occupations. Although a lot of
farmers have job mobility , most of them are engaged in low-level occupations and don’ t have high
socia status.

It” salong way for farmers to leave the rural areas and get decent occupationsin the urban
areas. Therefore, accelerating farmer’ s shift to nonfarming jobs and promoting their mobility
from low-tier occupations to high-tier ones are urgent issues. Although some policies aiming at
changing farmers’ status——-the reform of household registration system, for example —have
success ully freed farmersfrom the farming land and let them have low-tier non-farming jobs, the
role of these policies have gradually been weakened. While expanding farmers’ chances of
employment in the nonfarming sectors, it is worthwhile paying attention to the farmers’
capabilitiesin having better employment.
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