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Being and Transparency : Study on the Concept
of Atheistic Existentialist Homonology in Art and L iterature
ZHU Shou-xian
(Department of Chinese L anguage and Literature, Zhejiang University, Hangzhou 310028, Ching

Abstract : Homonology is the starting point and the premisefor all social science researches. The
settlement of large numbers of important theoretical problems in the study of art and literature
depends on the settlement of human beings’ problems. In the history of Western literary
theories, atheistic existentialism, based on the existence of human beings, is applied to inquire
into the problems of art and literature. Therefore, the unique homonological thinking in art and
literature is thus formed, which has produced a sustained and profound influence on the
construction of the concept of contemporary art and literature.

In terms of homonological thinking, atheistic existentialism is opposed to traditiona essentialism
and the human essence before his exi stence the viewpoint of ontological homonology. It bdieves that the
viewpoint reduces man to a " such " being that his essentia existence is logically covered. On the
contrary , however , athastic exigentialism proposes that human exisence precedes his essnce,
regarding man in the real meaning as a primitive and inddinable being agangt describing him in any
epistemologica or logica paradigms. It d< pays full attention to man’ s transcending being, and
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moreover makes human life possble by intellectualy removing al transcendent yokes of human existence
and by vigoroudy &firming the posshility of free choice. In brief , this Sartrean formula points to the
fundamenta freedom of man and his ahility to create himsdf.

In termsof art, existentialism lays particular emphas s on the relationship between art and
man , holding that art decodesthe truth of human existence, and real art isembodiedin hislife. It
constructs an ideological system of homonology in art and literature with existence, truth,
transcendence , and freedom asits core.

In summary , existentiad homornology in art and literature has broadened our horizons and changed our
past conception in art and literature. Frgly, it attaches importance to the link between art and (human)
life, emphadzing the interpretation of artigtic activities with life and devating it to an ontologica leve ,
which is an ultimate of artistic being. We are thus provided with afresh perspective of artistic nature, and
the homonological irit will become the guidng sirit in art and literature, while the ultimate, existence
and exploration of human bangs will be the ole subject of art and literature.

Secondly , the existential homonology is opposed to traditional art and literature that takes
art and literature as aform of knowledge, emphaszing their function of cognition, artistic truth,
human existence, and individuality (of all men). In this connection, the foundation of artistic
value is shifted from knowledge to existence.

Thirdly, the existential homonology rewrites the beauty of traditional art and literature that
is regarded as their determinant nature, emphaszing the truth as the nature of art. Therefore,
according to the existential homonology , art and literature are no longer the symbol of beauty;
instead , they are the home of truth.
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