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Western Medical Transmission and Modern TCM Encounter from the Perspective of Modern Social Change

ZHANG Ting-ting

(Department of Social Science, Shanghai University of Traditional Chinese Medicine, Shanghai, 201203 ,China)
ABSTRACT : With the decline of modern Chinese national power, learning from the West is considered as the only
way to save the nation from extinction and ensuring its survival. Western medicine, as an important part of Western
learning, has been recognized and respected by more and more national people. Actually, the survival and salvational
process of modern advanced national people learning from the West at three levels of implements, systems and ideo-
logical concepts is declared publicly from one side from early western medicine being good at surgery to the estab-
lishment of western medical schools, then to the medical reform, finally to the worship for western science. To a cer-
tain extent, western medical transmission and TCM encounter are closely related to modern Chinese social change
and the appeal of national people for the modernity since modern times.

KEY WORDS:social change; modernity;social history of medicine



