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Properties of NP, + NP, Appositive Constructionsand

Their Functions in Journalistic D iscour 2

Lai Yan
(Zhejiang University of M edia and Cammunications, Hangzhou 310018, China)

Appositive construction is a striking linguistic characteristic in journalistic style Based on the corpus fram The Times and
TheNev York Times, thispaper investigates the featuresof fomal types samantic relations, gramnmatical functions and discourse
functions of restrictive and non-restrictive NP, +NP, gppositive constructions in joumalistic discourse  The non-restrictive nomi-
nal gppositive constructions cover 86 35% in the compus under investigation, of whichNp +NPd is themost frequent occurrence
In the samantic relationsof co-reference, synonymy, hyponymy and attribution, the first o are themajor sanantic ones covering
80 12%. It isargued that certain discourse functions are realized as disambiguating, pargphrasing and evaluating
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( deteminer) (proper
noun = Np) (  deteminer +
noun phrase =NPd) , NP, +NP,
1)Np +Np, Judge Tahilyani; 2)
NPd + Np, the writer Naomi Klein; 3) NPd +
NPd, HisMajesty the King; 4) Np +NPd,
ident A sif Ali Zardari of Pakistan ,
1), 52 17%
(24 ), 4), 4 35%
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, NP
(title) (Np) ,NP,
(Np) NP ,
poet Bums, , 2),
the poet Bums 2) NP

1 NPZ
3) NP ,

(quotation gpposition)

The blod" LongW ar Journal” and NPR, the
public radio netvork, reported on theirW eb siteson
W edneday that American officials believed that
Saad bin Laden wasprobably dead (TheNev York
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Times, 2009 - 07 - 24)
4) NP NP,
212 NP, +NPB,
:1)Np
+NPd, Shanti Bhushan, a praminent lavyer, 2)
NPd +NPd, the first victm, a 32-year-old herds:
man; 3)NPd +Np, the judge, M. L. Tahilyani
1) 44, 67% (130
), NP
NP,
; 2) 37 46% (109
).NP NR,
; 3)

17. 87% (52 ) ,NR

INF)Z

NP NP,

a A fomer linguist, Edwvard W itten, is
now the top-dog in string theory.

h EdwardW itten, afomer linguist, isnowv
the top-dog in string theory,

a Therewasa fomer linguist, EdvardW it
ten, at the party.

h Therewas Edvard W itten, a fomer lin-
guist, at the party.

) ’

N Pd “

The ForthWorth event, inMrBush’ shame
state of Texas will al® feature Colin Powell, the
fomer Secretary of State, Rudy Giuliani, the fomer
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Nev York Mayor, and Rick Belluzo, a fomerM i-
croft executive (The Times, 2009 - 10 - 24)

NP, Colin Powell
NP, Rudy Giuliani ,
NP (
), NP, Rick Bel-
luzzo ,
NP :
,every  no
NP
a Every/ no friend of mine, the onner

of aBMW , iscaming for a visit
o} Every/ no friend of mine ovns a
BMW , his favorite car
¢ Every new student isassigned a tutor, an
older undergraduate
d Every rice famer in Korea ovns awood-
en cart, usually a rickety old thing
a b ,
every no NP , ¢ d
, every no
NP
, : NP

The boy’ s stepfather, Robero CarlsM &
galhaes, a 30-year-old labourer, was arrested and
admitted inserting the needles into the boy one by
one during black magic rites police said (The
Times, 2009 - 12 - 18)

“ They have blown up the enclave of the sect
leaders, ” said Isa Umar Gusau, a reporter for The
Daily Trust, aNigerian nevgpaper (TheNav York
Times, 2009 - 07 - 29)

NP, Robertb CamlsMagalhaes a
30-year-old labourer ,
NP, , NP, aNigerian new paper
NP, TheDaily Trust
22 NP, +NBR,

NP +NP,
NP, NPR ,

Tonight Iwill eak of a great French artist
a CGuillen, the dancer h # Guillen the

dancer
a NP, the dancer Guillem
b , NP, the dan-
cer Guillem
Guillem ,
dancer
3 NP, +NP,
NP, NP
4 1) , his brother Raul; 2) ,

the Jungle, a makeshift refugee camp at Calais 3)

,  the right equipment - particularly heli-
copters 4) ,  Amaud Montebourg, a promi-
nent ScialissM P, ,

Judge Tahilyani will weigh the credibility of
Mt Kasab' s comnfession, particularly as it relates
o the killing of a police officer, Tukaran Omble, on
Nov. 26, the day the attack started (TheNeav York
Times, 2009 - 07 - 21)

“ There’ sno denying that they hype it every
year, ” Anthony M axwell, a broker at L iv-Ex, Lon-
don’ sfinewine exchange, said (The Times, 2009
-11-5)

Thisyear, the claims began even before the
merlot and cabemet sauvignon grgpes had been
picked, asowners highlighted ideal weather in Sep-
tenber - 233 49 hoursof sunshine and 48 6mm of

rainfall (The Times, 2009 - 11 - 5)

NP, Judge NP, Tahilyani, NP, a
police officer NP, Tukaran Omble NP, Nov
26 NP, the day the attack started,

50 15% (169 ); NP, a broker
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atLiv-Ex, London’ s fine wine exchange NP, 2001: 101) , ,
A nthony M axwell ,
29 97% (101 ); NP, 233 49 ,
hoursof sunshine and 48 6mm of rainfall NP, 51
ideal weather in September , NP, +NPR, NP,
16 32% (55 ) NP, ,
NP,

4 NP, +NP,
: ?
. (172
51 04%) (106 , 31 45%)
(51 , 15 13%),
5 1 49%) 3 0 89%)

It is historic because there was opposition
and the authorities were in a defensive position, ”
said A ran Sheik-Mohanmed, a Kurdish civil ciety
activist (TheNeawv York Times, 2009 - 07 - 26)
Russia alo old four Mi-17 helicopters ©
Afghanistan last month, the country’ sfirst new air-
craft for 20 years (The Times, 2009 - 12 - 17) ]
a Kurdish civil ociety activist
Aran SheikM ohammed ,
the country’ sfirst new air-
craft M i-17 heli-
copters ;
59

65% 19 88% 18 99% 1 48% ,

3 1

5 NPR +NR

" (Levin®n
68

| really hate the word background paintings
< ICE-(B: SIB-008 #167: 3. C >.
2005: 451)

The blog® LongW ar Journal” and NPR, the
public radio network, reported on theirW eb siteson
W ednegday that American officials believed that
Saad bin L aden wasprobably dead (TheNev York
Times, 2009 - 07 - 24)

NP, the word

( Keizer

NP, background
NP,
background paintings

paintings
NR, NBE

NP, The blog NP, LongW ar Journal
NP,

, NPR,

the public radio newwork
NP,

NP, , 26 40%
52
NP, + NP, NP

NP

David Sherzer, MrBudh’ s pokesnan, said
that he will reflect on his presidency, including the
lesons that he has leamt fran his accomplisments,
aswell as his sthacks (The Times, 2009 - 10 - 24)

[ According o  Flight International, a
British-based aviation publication, the snall airline
involved in the accident atM ashhad on Friday oper-
ates wo typesof aircraft the Dutch-built Fokker 50
turboprop and the Ilyushin L-62 jet (TheNav York
Times, 2009 - 07 - 24)

NP, MrBus' s pokesnan NP
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David Sherzer , NP,
NP, a British-based aviation publication NP, NP +NFR

Flight International NP, the
Dutch-built Fokker 50 turboprop and the llyushin
L-62 jet NP, wo typesof aircraft

64 10%,
21 36% 12 46% 5 05% 25 23%
53
NP, +NBR NP,
( nearly, perhaps, possibly,

themost ), NP,

Those found guilty are likely o face harsh
punisment, possbly execution (The Nav York
Times, 2009 - 08 - 02)

Mt Medvedev tld an interviever at NTV
that Russia needs* nomal, working, friendly rela-
tionswith the United States — mutually beneficial
relations " (TheNev York Times, 2009 - 07 - 24)

NP, possbly execution NP,
harsh punigment '
NP, mutually beneficial relations NP, nor-

mal, working, friendly relations with the United

States ,
9 50%,
6
, NP +NPB
NP, NB ,
NP, NP, ,NP,
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