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Attitude Evaluation: Inter-subjective Construction of Per suasiveM ode
Zhang Yan
(Shanghai M aritime U niversity, Shanghai 200135, China)

This paper, integrating socio-cognitive genre theory in postmodernisn, ATTITUDE systam in inter-subjective A PPRRA ISAL
theory and Granmar of M otives by Kenneth Burke in Nev Rhetorics, attempts o explore the persuasive rationale in fundraising
texts by ATTITUDE negotiation The conclusion is that the communicator, through the prosodic gppropriation of ATTITUDE re-
urces, actson theworld and smultaneously reacting to the world, that interactive prosody represents itself asmoving along the

Pectrun of inter-subjectivisn, thus scaffolding the schematic macro-structure of the genre of M acro-proposal, constructing the

mode of* Grammar of Motives’, and hence maneuvering the rhetorical persuasion orienting towards the audience
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, ( t ) M aria Sgpateiro, a young mother fram Mozambique,
( , ) (prop- felt helpless [ - ] as she watched five of her children
osition) (proposal) , die
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The above statistic may und _shocking [ -

but when you realize that each is a child’ s life-
you start o realize the sheer scope of this  silent’_emergency ; “
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“ " (W hite 1998: 104),
, Astheworld’ sleading develop-
ment orga-nization dedicated t children
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As the world’ s leading development organization
dedicated [ + ] o children, UN ICEF has an obli-
gation © report this tragic situation;

Our organization_has already taken action [ (t) +

]

MDG have st up this_unique [ + : ]
<hane ohelp [ + ] the best poverty-crunching i-
deas they’ ve sen tum into smething even better, realities

W ith your help W aterA id_can make a difference [ +

]. WateAid, the UK’ s_gecialist [ +
] water development charity

W e are here o make sure [ + ] that disa-
bled people can make the choices you and | take for granted

A's the world’ s leading development organization
dedicated o children [ t + ], UN ICEF has an ab-
ligation to report [t + ] this tragic situation

CARE Intemational has worked with local communi-
ties all over theworld © set up projects [t + : ]

D give le opportunities [t + : ]
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but today as a UN ICEF-trained birth attendant,

she_has the power [ + loohelp [ + : ]
other mothers o protect[ + ] their children

Wiill you help us find the means © help M aria and
others like her_save children’ s lives] + : 1?
the fundamental am is o make sure that every

child isprotected against preventable diseasef t +
]

’ 1

UN ICEF ( ) has already taken action [ t +

Jwith itsUniversal Child mmunization Progran: the

fundamental[ + ] am is tomake sure [ +
] that_every child isprotected against preventable disease
[t+ : ].
Wiill you ( ) help [ + ] us find the

means o help[ + ] M aria and others like her_save

children’ s lives[ + : 1?

Sadly [ - ]it" s too late for M aria (
)’ s children — but today as a UN ICEF ( ) -trained
birth attendant, she _has the power [ + ] o help

other mothers o protect their children’ s lives[ +
]

Give a donation © the Innovations Progran, and you
( ) can be.a driving force [ + ] behind ideas
that could change thousands of people’ s lives

You know, people living in poverty are sme of _the
most resourceful [ + ] around — they have
be They' refull of ingiration [ + ] a

Each idea cames direct fran local people — fram

their ovn understanding [ + ] and experience
[ + : ] of what poverty’ s really like



2008

: [J]
, 2006 (2).

Bakhtin, M. The Problen of Seech Genres[A]. In Mc-
Gee, V.W. (ed ). Speech Genres and Other Late Es
says[ C]. Austin: U of Texas P, 1986

Bazeman, C Systansof Genres and the Enhancement of So-
cial Intentions[A]. In Freedman, A. andMedvay, P
(eds ). Genre and Nev Rhetoric[ C]. London: Taylor
and Francis, 1997.

Bhatia, V. K Analysing Genre LanguageUse in Profession-
al Settings [M 1.
1993

Bhatia, V. K Worlds of Written D iscourse[M ]. London:
Continuum, 2004

Coulthard, M. Advances in W ritten Text Analysis[ C]. Lon-
don: Routledge, 1994

Eggins S and Slade, D. Analyzing Casual Conversation
[M]. London: Cas=ll, 1997

Fairclough, N. Discourse and Social Change[M ]. Can-
bridge Polity P, 1992

Fuller, G Cultivating Science. Negotiating D iscourse in the
Popular Texts of Stephen Jay Gould[A]. InMartin, J
R andR Veel (eds ). Reading Science Critical and
Functional Perspectives on D iscourses of Science[ C].
London: Rouledge, 1998

Halliday, M. A. K , and Ruqalya Hasan Language Con-

Nev York: Longman Publishing,

text, and Text Aspects of Language in A Social-semiotic
Perspective[M ]. London: Oxford UP, 1989

:2008-01- 20

Halliday, M. A. K An Introduction to Functional Grammar
[M ]. Beijing Foreign Language Teaching and Re-
search Press, 1994

Halliday, M. A. K Language as Social Semiotic. the Social
Interpretation of Language and M eaning[M ]. Beijing
Foreign L anguage Teaching and Research Press, 2001

Hood, S Appraising Research: Taking a Stance in Acadenic
Wrriting [D]. Sydney : Sydney U. , 2004

Hunsbon, S and Geoff Thampon Evaluation in Text Au-
thorial Stance and the Construction of Discourse[ C].
Newv York: OxfordU. R, 2000

Hyland, K Discourses Social Interactions in AcademicW rit-
ing[M ]. Harlow: Pearson EducationLtd , 2000

Martin, J R Macroproposals Meaning by Degree[A]. In
Wi illian C Mann & SandraA. Thampon (eds ). Dis
course D escription: D iverseL inguistic Analyses of A Fund-
raising Text{ C]. Amsterdan: John Benjanins, 1992

Martin, J R Beyond Exchange APPRA ISAL Systans in
English[A]. In Susan Hunson and Geoff Thampon
(eds ). Evaluation in Text Authorial Stance and the
Construction of Discourse[ C]. New York: Oxford UP,
2000

Martin, I R and David Rose Working with D iscourse
M eaning beyond the Clause[M ]. London: Continuum,
2003a

Martin, J R Introduction[J]. Text, 2003 (23).

Martin, 1 R and Plum, G Construing Experience Some
Soory Genres[ J]. Journal of Narrative and L ife History,
1997 (3).

Martin, I R andWhite P R R ThelLanguage of Evalu-
ation — Appraisal in English [M ]. London & New
York: Palgrave, 2005

White, P Telling M edia Tales the Nevs Story as Rhetoric
[D]. Sydney: Sydney U. , 1998

W hite, P BeyondM odality and Hedging A D ialogicV iev of
the L anguage of Intersubjective Stance[J]. Text, 2003
(23).

75



