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HUANG Ting-jian' s' Law of the Heart” the Aesthetic
Origin of theé' Flexible Law” of the Jiangxi School of Poetry

SHU Jing-nan
Research Institute of Ancient Books — Zhejiang University ~Hangzhou 310028  China

Abstract The aesthetic ideology of a " Flexible Law” as advocated by Lu Benzhong of the Jiangxi School of
Poetry can be traced back to HUANG Ting-jian. HUANG Ting-jian first put forward thé' Law of the Heart”
a law centered on the heart and focused on the subtle understanding of the heart. It is the origin of the
aesthetic ideology of the® Flexible Law” . The Law of the Heart manifests itself in both conscious and
unconscious appreciation of the aesthetic charm while in aesthetic expressions it is expressed in such poetic
language terms as the flexible sentence structure” “ undergoing a complete change” and' the golden touch by
dexterous use of words” . The aesthetic spirit of the Flexible Law runs through both aesthetic appreciation and
aesthetic expression.
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