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The Reviews of Justice of Thucydides

Based on History of the Peloponnesian War as a History Book of Political Thought

MAO Dan
The Center of Social Thoughts and Cultural Critique
Zhejiang University Hangzhou 310027 China

Abstract History of the Peloponnesian War written by Thucydides can be regarded as a history book
of political thought because the author makes in his history narration animadversions of the classic type
of political justice The difficulty of the political justice lies not merely in an engagement process in
practice but in the equal compulsion on everyone as a premise but neither of these two conditions is easy
to guarantee.

Based on the text analysis this paper points out that the justice in Thucydides’ book is political
justice or polis justice. However it is discovered that Greek regards freedom revenge benefits of
majority and the like as justice. As for the application justice in Greek Poleis turns out to be
opportunism namely justice is what is contacted with the justice’ s use. How does it happen
Thucydides explains that the people’ s competing desires and their foreseeable results can only make them
feel the necessity of contract or justice. But there are so many people that are good enough to justify their
various competing desires as they want. Unless there exits a state that is able to exercise equal compulsion
on everyone people won' t have justice in any case.

Unfortunately however such a state seems not to be able to perform its duty well. First under the
said conditions no state has the real power to stop another from invading. At least all the activities of
every polis in the' international politics” of Greece are driven by its pursuit of benefits. Since there is no
such organization as a government which can exercise equal compulsion on all the states the poleis can
always explain their own justice and seek their own benefits so freely that they can make their justice
justify their action.

Furthermore Thucydides suggests by describing Athenian’ s activities during the Peloponnesian War
that the polis under the democratic system is not necessarily for justice or that the majority taking charge
of the politics does not mean they are in agreement with one another about justice more easily. To a state
the more people may involve politics the more difficult equal compulsion will be exercised on everyone
at least technically speaking. Therefore Athenian politics in the war shows that there is no definite
contact between democracy and justice in Greece or democracy like Athens’ s cannot guarantee justice to
the polis which is different from other poleis without the democratic system.
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