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A Pragma-cognitive Account of Spatial Expressions
Zhang Ke-ding
(Henan University, Kaifeng 475001, China)

The pgoer tries to account for atial relations and their linguistic expressions from a pragna-cognitive point of viev. Fram
the cognitive pergective, Patial relations are entrusted on objects by the active human construal Of the three elenentsof gatial
relations, Oland O2 are the basic elenents based onwhich humansmake their cognitive observations, and humans are the key
element that entrusts gatial relationson Oland 02 Spatial relations involve at least ivo objects, one of which is the located ob-
ject and the other is the reference object The gatial location of the fomer is Pecified in reference o the latter Cognitively
geaking, the located object is indeteiminate, movable and new whereas the reference object is determinate, stable and given
L inguistically gpeaking, there may be one or more linguistic ways o express the same atial relation Therefore, pragnatically
peaking, the expression used by the gpeaker in his communication will have o be based on his communicative pumpose and his
pragmatic intention
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a The house is near the church
h The church is near the house
a The house ison the right of the church
h The church ison the left of the house
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Japan is o the east of China

Your cup ison the table

The kids ran all theway 1 the station
Shewent out of her room.

There is a bike near the house

There are many people in the lecture hall

There cane into the an a group of ingecors
One by one during the day the vessels left until final-

ly there disgppeared our ovn ship over the horizon

( int, near, on, over,
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" ( 1992: 3) ,
“ " (reference object) , , a
“ " (located ob- b
ject) ( in, a The book ison the table
on, betveen ) ( patial h * The table is under the book
franes of reference) (L evinson 2003: 24 - 56) , a The car ran ino the garage
(a bounded region in gace) h * The garage ran ino the car
(Clausner and Croft 1999) a There is a desert in Northern Africa
Sam isin the park b * There isNorthem Africa in the desert
Jay is betveen Kate and L isa
, the 5
park , in , ,
San in  the park ,
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. Jay ) ;
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The gople fell from the tree into the grass a , the book
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, (Dirven and ,
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There is a cat at the door a The house is near the castle
There gopeared a cat at the doot h The castle is near the house
Slowly there disgppeared our cat from the door , the
, , a cat , house the castle , ,
the door , at , a the castle
a cat at the door ; the house ,
, a cat the door , , the house
, the door b a
; , our cat , ,
the door '
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a A nenous calico cat sat on the table
h On the table sat a nenvous calico cat
¢ There sat a nenous calico cat on the table
d There sat on the table a nervous calico cat
e On the table there sat a nernvous calico cat

a- e , a nernvous calico cat

He looked around, and not far off, behind a clump of
bushes mse a thin column of snoke He put the dianond in
the pocket, and walked towards the snoke Soon he saw a
queer little hut, and [1]at the door, upon the ground, sat a
man without any legs [2] In front of him was a fire, and

[3] over the firewas a spit, and [4]on the spitwas a young

kid roasting
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