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Analyses of cosmetic sanitary quality
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ABSTRACT Objective: To establish a scientific foundation for cosmetic supervision and administration based
on the analysis of the sanitary quality of cosmetics in Hunan Province during 2010.
Methods: According to Cosmetic Sanitary Standards (set by the Ministry of Health, People’s
Republic of China), 150 random samples of cosmetics in Hunan were assayed both for microbial
items (including total plate count, fungus and yeast, fecal coliform, staphylococcus aureus,
pseudomonas aeruginosa) and chemical items (including 17 kinds of prohibited substances and 14
kinds of restricted substances).
Results: The total rate of cosmetics failing to meet the standards was 22.0% of the 150 samples;
specific rates for failing perfumes, skin care products (eye cream) and deodorant products were,
relatively, 70.6%, 60.00%, and 44.4%. Four kinds of prohibited substances, including diethyl
phthalate, acrylamide, asbestos and neodymium, as well as 2 kinds of restricted substances,
including triclosan and formaldehyde, were found to exceed standards. None of microbial items
exceeded standard levels.
Conclusion: The sanitary quality control of cosmetics is lax. Administrative departments should

not only reinforce their post-production supervision with respect to cosmetics, but also consolidate
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their control over the process of cosmetic production in order to solve the problem of toxic residues

or illegal and intentional adulterations.
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