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A Comparative Study of Chinese and Japanese College EFL Learners’ Demotivators
ZHOU Ci-bo

( International College, Ningbo University, Ningho 315211, China )

Abstract: Together with a literature review and a 40—item questionnaire survey, this article investigates the influence intensity
of four demotivators, namely Teachers, Learning Contexts, Language & Culture Background, and Learners, on 41 EFL learners
from China’s Ningbo University and 36 counterparts from Wakayama University of Japan to compare correlated similarities and
discrepancies. The qualitative and quantitative results of this study indicate significant differences on the intensity ranking and
item means of the three demotivators of Teachers, Language & Culture Background, and Learners between the two subject groups.
With this finding, this article analyses the reasons of subjects’ disparate demotivating behaviors from culturally specific factors,
so as to reduce or minimize learners’ demotivators.

Keywords: College EFL learners; demotivation; demotivators; comparative study
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