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The H storiographical Theory and M ethod of the Shihuo School

Su Yongn ing

[Abstract] The historbgraphical theory of the Shhuo School has an obvious feature of the age on
the one hand, and enbodied the understanding of the those historians on the other The main characters of
their theories mn as follows they are closely related to materialisn but notm ater alian w ith respect to the
dea of social hstroy heir research interest changed fran exploring he deve bpm ent of social fom ation n
China to the study of he new econan ics they attached m portance to historical dataw ithout neglectng the
theories and they advocated cooperation betwwen historians on the base of dwisbn in research Their
historbgraph ical theory played a great part n pumotng the transfomation of the acadan ic styk afier the
Debate on Chnese Socnl H istory, and its nfluence lasted till the m i and late fortes n the 20"
centures H owever after the oubreak of the Anti-Japanese W ar the Shhuo School failed to understand
and grasp the essential requirement Dr furherng the academic research as historical study moved
fow ard They also failed to sum up serpbusly the materialist historical theory Due to the above reasons it
declned and fell nto obscurity.
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