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The Autonomy Movement and the Democratic Transition Dilemma in Modern China

LONG Chang—an

(Institute of Law and Arts, Anhui University of Technology, Ma’anshan 243002, China )

Abstract: The Autonomy Movement in modern China was a political movement to build a federal government, whose ultimate
goal was to transform the federal empire to a country with a constitutional government. However, unlike the situation in the USA
and other typical federal countries, federalism is a wrong concept in modern China, for the lack of tradition of local autonomy and
democracy. As a result, the Autonomy Movement was conflicting to the political tradition of modern China. The constitutionalism
did not result in the formation of a constitutional government but hindered the transformation. All these dilemmatic factors lead to
the failure of this movement.

Keywords: federalism; the autonomy movement; constitutional democracy; political transition
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