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Social Engineering Turning into a Systematic Sociology of Engineering .
Comments on the Division of Knowledge in the Sociology of Engineering
from the Perspective of Systemism

ZHENG Zhong-yu, WANG Ya-lin

(School of Humanities and Social Sciences,Harbin Institute of Technology , Harbin 150001, China)

Abstract: Engineering includes engineering on Nature and social engineering. Accordingly, the sociology of engineering

"

on Nature and social engineering are emerging as new sub — disciplines of sociology. The term " social engineering" fails com-
prehensively to reflect the sociological consciousness and the academic interest in engineering on the part of sociologists. At the
same time, the term "social engineering" and its connotations seem to narrow its academic horizons and lower its level as an
academic discipline or a knowledge system. This paper deals with that social engineering should be both a critical theory and
a public sociology, eventually to be brought into a uniform “sociology of engineering”. Finally, this paper also deal swith that
a systematic knowledge system of engineering sociology should comprehend both instrumental knowledge and reflective knowl-
edge.

Key words: engineering; social engineering; sociology of engineering; reflective knowledge; critical theory; public soci-

ology
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