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Effect of Metformin on PRKAG3 Gene Expression and Pork Quality of Pigs

LI Meng-yun'*,YU Bing' ,CHEN Dai-wen'’
(1. Institute of Animal Nuitrition, Sichuan Agricultural University, Ya’an 625014, China;
2. Zhengzhou College of Animal Husbandry and Engineering , Zhengzhou 450011, China)

Abstract: This study was conducted to investigate the effect of Metformin on PRKAG3 gene
expression, growth performance and pork quality in pigs. 10 DLY pigs (80 kg) were randomly
divided into control and experimental groups, pigs in experimental group fed diet supplemented
with Metformin at dose of 400 mg *» kg™ ' body weight. After 2 weeks, all pigs were slaughtered
to determine growth performance, AMPK activity, PRKAG3 gene expression, AMPKY3 protein
levels and pork quality traits. The results showed that, compared with control group, experimen-
tal group had 13. 92% higher AMPK activity (P<C0.05), 4. 39-fold PRKAG3 gene expression (P<C
0.05) and 35. 53% higher AMPK7Y3 protein level (P<C0. 05). Pigs in experimental group had
13.80% lower feed intake (P<C0.05), 13.14% lower average daily gain and 6. 67 % higher F/G
than that in control group. Experimental group reduced dressing percentage, lean percentage,
eye lean area, and backfat thickness(P>>0. 05), and significantly reduced carcass length (P <C
0.05). Compared with control group, experimental group had lower pH2, drip loss, a values,

higher pH1, shear force and cooked meat percentage, but there was no significant difference
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between control and experimental groups(P>0. 05). Experimental group significantly increased

L and b values (P<C0. 01). These results suggested that supplementary 400 mg * kg ' body

weight Metformin in diet activated PRAKAG3 gene expression, which affected the growth per-

formance and pork quality.
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— B R R O S ( AMP-activated
protein kinase, AMPK) J& — Fl & 5 {& N & 75 10
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Y H S o BB 3 B 2 AR LAY,y WA v1.v2,
M oy3 3 FlE T/, PRKAG3 %A 4 AMPKy3
WA, 7T R AMPK 765 C b ke 25 2
AP T . AT e Sl 1R A P A ) D5 i AT
B A B A i HOILA o AMPK (1 300 7T 3
B AR 18 T 4 (GLUTA) M 41 il P % 32 ) 20 il
HEMEE b A AL AT X0 4 2 8 ) IS o DT 2 o - 8 AL
o s & Y. Milan 5857 4R 38 L 0 M PRK-
AG3 B B 55 200 > % i+ & B R B (Arg™ —
GIn®) m] B AR AMPK {6 14 . ff & % L oo it 2 &
THE 702 FEOE R Z pH FEAT, 251 RN &N 1
A A, Ciobanu % MAIF 52, PRKAG3 1 %48
Arg” i1y Val' —Tle™ 5278 BA 5 RN AR »
B R L OB D A BT AR T e Y
H AT A . PRKAG3 %5 R A] BE & — 4~ 52 Wi 1A
PEAR I TR,

T HOBUIK (Metformin) J& — i B 0 25 7, HLR%
AV FF R v 6 250 W 1 A= 7 L 140 T g 7 R ) 4 Ak A
Lo A i s L ob A BRI s e R s
AMPK ks, 384 Metformin £ 3 {6 AMPK
SRR BB PR R PRKAGS 3Rk & , i 1 5% Wi A
JEWe? H ET X 5 RO 5T R R WL AR GE . BT A
Metformin Xf IE % % PRKAG3 ik & 19 5 i b H
SR 5C R AR H L XX A K CF B P
T B AR R L

1 MR5RE®
1.1 X5 s

Metformin W4 i 5 oA 6 A BR 2 |, 260
7 99.5%.
1.2 REFIHTELB Y

AR 55 SR A R T 5 8, B A H R R
Metformin € 1% PRKAG3 K:H 1y #ik , DL K BT
AMPK 3 132 35 i M WF 58 %0 46 A 1 M Re L Ml 44k i o

P BREAR (520 . Bkik 80 kg Z2 47 (ALK 58 X K
X K2 58 = 024 3 (DLY) W A % 10 3k, BEHL 4>
BECAT AR . A S M ELE BN ER 1L
., B H ARSI 400 mg » kg R R E W
Metformin, ¥} FR 41 H # # B A % Metformin #b, H
B H KBRS R A
1.3 K AR

JERE H O 2 B NRC(1998)80~120 kg IEH 4%
BIEPRHEBCH] L 2 A A0 B SE Al HOR D L 5 E 3R K
AR (R D)
1.4 AFEEE

I HE LSk O 1 AT E A7 B B ) 5 A i
FrRE, HR 3 W i 21 A R ORL D 2 L il
WGz A i B Al e R WA R A E, B koK. 2 4
WFREMEAN -8 UM 1L e 2 . IE
WA AR E 1 IS /e s EARE. R )5 .
P 4 B R i 5 AR BB S5 4 3 S HORE , O 4%
o 7 35 R AT B S R A 43 L 0 S 44 R Y I
AR
1.5 WELEmRFE
L5, 1 AKMaedstn T 5 09 o A i SR B Sk A
B R AR & 5 00 I 4w A 50 45 RS 43 ) s 18
FREE A5 HOR B & T X H B 5T S 4
BHE LR,
1.5.2 Aok g o W 7 g 52 32k i | B
Jo i AR RS IR UL T AR R N R
1.5.3 PR BT R e £ 45 J& 5% J5 45 min F
24 h iy pH1 F1 pH2 ., 85 Y) Jy i KR CBVR R L
fH.a{HF0 b {H.
1.5.4 PRKAG3 B [H LI} 5 3= 2
1.5.4.1 5 RNA #2HE M RT & B & K LA
i 30 mg, IN AR B IFWFE BBy A 1.5 mL EP
B, i QIAGEN Al 57 £ (Rneasy mini kit) $#
FEUCRI SRR RNA, SR Ji5 38 5o 5 5 i Ok A i I 5
HPE IR 5E E 260 F1 280 nm b OD {# L LA
RNA FEG 2B . R 3R IR S RNA R 854
T RT S o WM& Ky 10 pl: RNA filg #1715
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Table 1 Compositions and nutrition levels of basal diet

1 pL S8 56 0.5 plo OMFEF:30 C 10 min,
42 C 2 h,99 C 5 min,5 C 5 min,

J5 B} Ingredient fic kb Proportion

H £ 7K F Nutrition content

fic kb Proportion

E 2k Corn 78.76
TH1 Soybean meal 15.10
K Gl Soybean oil 2.00
¥y Limestone 0.70
W fiZ 2 45 Dicalcium phosphate 0.90
frih Salt 0.30
WA Lys 0. 24
WA PR Premix 2.00
M4t Total 100. 00

DE/(MJ « kg™ ") 13.93
CP 13. 00
Ca 0.51
P 0.47
AP 0.27
D-Lys 0.67
D-Met 0. 20
D-(Met+Cys) 0. 40
D-Thr 0.44

PR KB T e 2 £ %k 100 mg, 5% 100 mg. 4% 10 mg. 4 10 mg,fffi 0. 3 mg, it 0. 5 mg, VA 2 000 IU, VD, 200 IU, VE 20
IU, VK 30.5 mg, A& 0. 05 mg, MR 0. 3 mg, JE 7k 20 mg,¥Z g 20. 0 mg, ¥ K 2.5 mg, VB, 2 mg, VB; 1 mg, VB2 10 pg.,

AL 1 g, &SRR 30 mg, P AL 200 mg

The premix provides following for per kg diet;Fe 100 mg,Zn 100 mg, Mn 10 mg,Cu 10 mg,Se 0. 3 mg,1 0.5 mg, VA 2 000
1U, VD,;200 1U,VE 20 IU, VK 30. 5 mg, biotin 0. 05 mg, folic acid 0. 3 mg, niacin 20 mg, pantothenic acid 20 mg, riboflavin

2.5 mg, VB2 mg,VB;1 mg,VBy; 10 pg.choline 1 g, tylosin 30 mg,antioxidant 200 mg

1.5.4. 2  gl¥ M TagMan 5 &1+ 5 G -
PRKAGS3 5| ¥ Fl #8 1 # #5 % H 7 %] (GenBank .
AF214520) %3 factin 9551 W) R & R 4% 32

% 2 PRKAG3 0 fractin EE 5| M FR$F 5

¥4 (GenBank : U07786) #% i1, f1 | i B B A= ¥ 20
AR 2.

Table 2 The primer and probe sequences of PRKAG3 and f-actin genes

S Gene 519531 (5'-3") Primer sequence B9 /bp Length  Tm/C PR by
Products size
FP: GTGCTCCACATCCTCACACATAA 23 58. 6
PRKAG3 RP: ATGTGCCGATGCCCAAAT 18 58.3 115
Probe CTCAAGTTCCTGCACATCTTTGGCACC 27 68. 3
FP: GCGGTGGCCATCTCGTT 17 59. 2
Bactin RP: GATCGTGCGCGACATCAA 18 58.9 69
Probe; TCGAAGTCCAGGGCCACGTAGCA 23 68. 6

1.5.4.3 Real-time PCR g Wik & 5% : L cDNA
AR AT B E i PCR R R SR Bl 25 pl,
AR Z :cNDA 2 ;L Premix Ex Taq (2X) 12.5 pL,
VPRSI A 0.5 pL FREF (10 pmol « L7 1 pll,

ROX Dyel[(50X) 0.5 pL. 0.1% DEPC Zb#E/K 8 plL.
Ef PCR M AE)F:95 C 3 min;94 C 25 5,60 C
30 s, 3t 40 PMEFH; 70 CZEfH 5 min,

L5 4.4 bpifis h L i) i 2 5 € B B UCE R
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B H I RN S 5 N Y B A R e . KR
PCR 79y [l e 2 Ak 7 B 10 £ J5 7TE R IR SR B AL |
W 260 5 280 nm 4b i1y OD {1 1 LAKS MR 5 1 e i
SO, R B 1SR AR 260 nm b1 OD
40 5 AR B 22 T 0 ¥ DL . vk Y L AE B =2 T
10 ~10" 8 D1 Z 8], AR HEbRiE 2k . 2 2 PCR L H
G AT PRKAGS Ml Bactin 452 T B9 H2 I
.0 PRKAG3 )3k & 0 2T+ PRKAG3 145
WES Bactin 5 VLECH HUAA
1.5.5 AMPKy3 54K 8 1 %5k & 1 0 & Jilg
HREKN 10 g, B F 0 CHRE MR 515, 513K K
PL 2 000X g B0 10 min(4 C), %8 L. T
NSRRI FEE SO R . 2 K
FEEAL 9 000X g B0 10 min(4 C), B Eik
L 190 000X g #BH &0 1 h(4 C), BULIE, inA
DR R G B S KA SR B — A a L
MM E S, R E T 70 CRE. XA
Western blot J5 3 . il 22 B 8 ML H AMPKy3 544 {&
MEEREE. 55X AMPKy3 1 flE &K
GAPDH 2 F 47 %% BN 3k . I ] Tmage] 43 B 3 1
VPR H K R, P& 1Y L RP S AMPKY3 8 H
Fiba, BRI E I 75 02 2% SRS
1.5.6  AMPK {6 M & AMPK i 1 %
WO AL 2 vk, AR R AMPK il 45 5 M KO B
SAMS(HMRSAMSGLHLVKRR) % i 1k it J5 28
PALy="2PIATP Ay B b A A0 00 il 11 975

W 2 BaCHkL6]: 46 1 mL EP & Hin A

10 L. AMPK J Ji 28 i JE 9 SAMS Jik ¥ 10
pL. & P ATP IR A 10 xL.30 C/K¥ 5 min,
10 L AMPK T 30 C/K¥ 15 min. S 4%
HJE G 35 L W IR 7E Whatman P81 84K
E em®) BT E A 500 mL 0. 5% B R 1 4E %
YEE 4 (5 min « )L FH 200 mL AEHPER 1
U KT G A TN RR I A 5 mL [NKR . 57 %)
PACKARD TRI-CARB 2000CA % [A] #f 3 % X
W
1.6 ZEitsr#r

KT SPSS Ge i F 12. 0 X B AT ¢ W 3.
iR 56 25 A “Mean=SE” %K,

2 & R
2.1 &0 Metformin X} PRKAG3 ERFRIEZEH
A

B H RIS 400 mg + kg K BT EE Y Met-
formin J5, i & 41 AMPK 3§ 1. PRKAG3 3t
mRNA i HERRIIEILER 3, NRPATLE
L 5 AMPK 36 P B 3 & T R4 (P <
0.05), b X IR B T 13. 92% ; PRKAG3 JL[H
KR E S TR R4 (P<<0.05), b A IRZH4R 5 T
4.39 %% . HAh I ) AMPKy3 EH KRB I
X IR ZH 4R 5 T 35, 53% (P<C0. 05), % 2 B i
Metformin 7] 4 %% /b AMPK Fil$# & PRKAG3 3t
Bl ik &

% 3 &N Metformin X AMPK ;%14 . PRKAG3 £ E 71 AMPKy3 E AR EEM 2N
Table 3 The effect of Metformin on AMPK activity, expression of PRKAG3 gene and AMPKY3 protein

e hr Index

X B8 24 Control group

K38 40 Experimental group

AMPK/( nmol + (g prot « min ')~ ") 32.43%0. 75" 37.67+1. 36"
PRKAG3/Baction X 10° 3.144+1.16* 16.924+5. 50"
AMPKY3/GAPDH 0.26=+0.027" 0.414+0.048"

[FIATEARAR T A R /NG F 8 R 22 7 B3 (P<<0. 05) AR KE F R HR /R 2 5% 8% (P<0.0D), TH

The different small letters in the same row mean significant difference (P<Z0. 05), the different capital letters mean very signif-

icant difference(P<C0.01). The same as below

2.2 #/N Metformin X 3 4 < 14 B8 49 8% 1

Xt B2 R 50 4 4 2 KM RE Y 22 S E A L SR
4,85 Metformin DA , 120 56 21 45 A 0T 5 HE X AR
YIBRAIK T 3. 41 % R i Hexd BR4L R R 13.80 %6, °F

P H BOR TR R B 13, 14 %, 1 Rk 5 Ak 2 ) e %o
WMARB T 6.77% ., BREREAER B EIN P
0.05) , Hoe F8 A 48 oK 35 3] i 2 /K- (P>>0. 05)
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Table 4 The effect of Metformin on growth performance

MR Trait

Xt & 2 Control group

IR I 40 Experimental group

AL W5 4R B & /kg Initial BW
L5 J A 7 & /kg Final BW

SEH R E /(g + d7') Average daily gain

82.85+1.23"
94.90+£1. 33"

753.13456. 22°

82.204+1. 36°
91.67+2. 34"

654. 174147, 96°

K& i /kg Feed intake 2.6140.70° 2.25+0. 86"
FHA L F/G 3.5440. 34° 3.7840. 77"
2.3 #fn Metformin X3 B & & 5T 59 3 Mg FUERN R T XA HE R AR E (P>

22 5 N HR 21 RN 56 2 A S B b AL BT L L R
Tl Metformin Jii - 33056 41 8 52 5% L 75 S | FIR AL v L

R 5 &0 Metformin X {25 & BT &9 22 0

Table 5 The effect of Metformin on carcass composition

0.05); I EMRWLE AL P {3k 0. 071, 323x i 2 /K
T 56 20 T 1A K I I 6 B4 (P<<0. 05)

PR Trait %} B8 26 Control group iR 56 4H Experimental group
J& %%/ % Dressing percentage 70.81+0. 82° 69.9140. 31°
i &K /cm Carcass length 86.58+0. 78" 83.9040. 68"
HEEJE /em Backfat thickness 2.24+0.11° 2.04+0.11°
IR WL X/ cm?® Eye muscle area 38.6442. 27" 32.5241.87"
JH N % /% Lean percentage 56.80+0.67* 54.7540. 63"

2.4 N Metformin X & & P4 B9 2 0

7 6 g f IR 2 AR 4 A R R A0 RE AR
Wl B g 2 pH2 i K8 R La (IR T 0 B A

P 2 3 K F s pHI L BT U J7 FEA PR 53 0 B4

H2ZERABFE(P>0.05),Hd pH2 P {4k 0. 101,

% 6 FRA0 Metformin Xt B9 BT 14K B % 1
Table 6 The effect of Metformin on meat quality traits

ZRWAREE (P>0.05); L {EHA b (W4 8 % &
T RE2H (P<<0.01),

PEAR Trait Xf iR 2H Control group i 55 20 Experimental group
pHI1 5.9140.11° 6.02+0. 12°
pH2 5.5340.17° 5.4940.11°
374)] 71 /kg Shear force 6.1040. 37¢ 6.4140. 54°
K%/ % Drip loss 2.78%0. 15" 2.54%0. 13"
P2/ % Cooked meat percentage 62.5741. 66" 64.8140. 87"
L 41.96=+0. 79% 45.5740. 69"
a 2.6340.54° 2.424+0.55°
b 4.88%£0. 38" 6.62+0. 15"
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3 3
3.1 & fin Metformin ¥ PRKAG3 ERRIZEH
=AU

R WEIE R W] BUBE R 25 %) Metformin AJ LA
B35 AMPK, Metformin {E S — Fh [0 25 4, H %
AV FF JEE v 6 250 5 1 7 A= L 14 0 e g 7 R ) 4 Ak A
oA 3 BB UL v A A R A W i A T
AMPK R/ G521, Tosca ZE5 [l fF 55t 22 9,
TE2F 5P 58 09 WORL 2 40 b Metformin il 48 316
AMPK Sl & E BE R A B . AR IR 45 R R W %
HE AN 400 mg « kg A i i Metformin J5 ,
I AMPK 5P Lot B = T 13. 9296 3 PRK-
AG3 ] ik 2t AL & T 4. 39 5. [
AMPKY3 2 7K FA b BRATH2 &5 T 35. 5300 (P<<
0.05), X % B Metformin 7] & 1k AMPK I & &
PRKAG3 BEH# ki,

HHI ¢ F Metformin ¥ & AMPK 1 #L il if A~
HAE, AU ERY, Metformin F] GE i 1o B A% 44 g
N RE a7 K TG AMPK, [ 5 Metformin Jz I W £
AT B R0 A8 B 3 4 GE S A T X
WA BB Metformin 3 1% AMPK Jf & A 5 i
AMP/ATP It H"", H i & F Metformin # 1%
AMPK {1 FIPL A A 2 AR I AE
3.2 0 Metformin X% 4 7= 14 BE B9 52 1

Ashwell Fl Memutry M F 300 F1 600 mg « kg &
B 9 Metformin Zb3R 18 H B XS 10 d, 45
K 300 mg « kg &R & Y Metformin X} AT Y
(2R B T X H A BT i TG 3 R L R
600 mg * kg "{&JF & ) Metformin Ji5 , A] i SR & &
AR 1500, 724 H 38 A BT b | I, 6T Met-
formin X %% A= 7= 4 6 19 52 i H B8 R UL GE . A
WEFE LI, HAR @ 3 400 mg « kg ' A BT 5 1)
Metformin T 5| #2 1) AMPK il PRKAG3 ik 8§
e, AR EE N RA TR
13.80% P H K i PR T 13, 14% . T kA
FG U e X BR AT 5 T 6. 77 %0

Bl Ko R W F B AMPK {6 4 7 45 %
fhE. Andersson %W 5Y & B, W6 LT A
AMPK {6 PE (o P K BRUOR £ 6 R 5 3338 i
] AMPK 375 P 0] 3 ARG SR B PR ARG o o X 3R W)
WAL R AMPK 3SR RE e AR R R R B8 2
FAm R, 2R RV B AMPK @ it

PR TR A R LB R R A A PR T
R TG 2 B G 3& A2 R IR R L AR AR
R B AMPK 3% M. {H %0 38 7% 1 Metformin
J5 T T AL & L AMPK, R L RE #E I Met-
formin 7E36 AL B B AL AMPK 35 14 A [7] B 1 49 15
T FE R AMPK 3 14 o AT B ARG 4 190 R £ it 044 5T
.
3.3 &0 Metformin X B 55 89 5 0

X T U Metformin 31 PRKAG3 A 33k
Jei X A AR 0 . E R IA R LR GE . AS R ST A R R
B, 30 PRKAG3 ik &8 )5, i 4 K 2 A8 0 1]
41,8 SE AR Sk BT B AL L T R L MR UL v AR R 9
PRI T 5 4l . R T RETE T#05 PRKAGS
SE IR R B S RGN rp 3R AR
(14 R 2t RN TSR SR A AN R L LR R 06 32 B
B TR P R oA AT 2 PR

Barnes 55158 223 % 56 P /)y BURE AU I 92 1% 58 A8
Al PRKAG3 & [ (1) & 35 & K O0E B2 AR, 8] i
AMPK (35 Mt B A 10 AMPK ] 45 461 JIL A %o 2
2] W ) WAL, 81 W 5 o DR T S5 0 UL v b
JE L R RS R A B, T H PRKAGS 3 [H Rt B
/I BSUOWE AL B T A R D R 5 i 28 A8 L (R225Q) /)
SRS R BT A R BE ) B E AR . X R PRKAGS
R DR R O] B LR ) I e 2 e R AR . A
WFoE 45 AL B0 PRKAG3 JEH %3k )5 . pH2 .,
TR ca (EAR T X AL i LB AN b (R0 2 2
B T XIR 4L (P<<0. 01, HLEL AT REZE T35 PRK-
AG3 BN RIAE G LA MR GLUT4 18 11 3R
IR LI AR TR UL o 2 A R A DA D
TR AR, B ER LA R S REEE RS
FOAL G MR E AL L pH, Jing SN HRHE L BOE
AMPK A 38 Ji1 7 25 W % 32 0 OB I8 A 15 1 L AT
it 6Tl 1% 46 Wl 485 0, 6l IR A 28 M T IE R B UOTE
B BT o [ B R S S R IS ) A7 7E . Sajan
ZEN 4 IF 52 . Metformin 58 i # 7§ AMPK 5 1 ok
S8 T B JUL v R A 1 5 0 T 4R g UL PR v R 2
B, B AT DA, AMPKy3 7 3L 2 5 i
AMPK {6 P 5% i) B % UL bos B A 38 28 17 52 i UL
WSS . T LB DR S A e 5 e Ik A B R &
pH . BT 5% WA PR 6 00 2 pH. HE AMPK &
PEFI PRKAG3 3 R 3¢ 35 % 5 8% UL A 8 A 08t i 08 15
1E A i Tk — 2 s
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