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Further study on low fertility of China in the 1990s

Abstract: This paper presents China’ s yearly mean age at first marriage by sex in the 1990s calailated from the
2000 population census original sample data. The results turns out a rapid rising for both male and female, ind+
cating postponement in mean age at child bearing by parity of women. Then this paper provides cumulative fertility
by cohort at the end of year 2000 calculated from fertility data by age from previous surveys and the 2000 popula-
tion census, which is found generally higher than the mean number of children ever born correspondingly reported
in the 2000 censes. Analysis is carried out on such results, and turned out, from a new angle, that life— time

fertility level kept declining in the 1990s towards the fertility level required by current fertility policy.
Keywords: Mean age at marriage; Birth cohort; Cumulative fertility; Life— time fertility
Author: Guo Zhigang is Prd essor, Deartment o Sociology, Peking Unwersity, China
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