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Fertility Rationale, Fertility Decision- making, and Transition of Mechanisms in Stabilizing Low Fertility in China

Abstract: Fertility transition has been very rapid since China carried out the economic reform, and fertility has
dropped to below replacement level since 1992 when China directed the reform on establishing a market economy.
While the rapid fertility decline was mitiated by the governmental family planning program, further drops in fertili-
ty in the 1990s are more a result of socio— economic development. Market oriented reform and the subsequent
rapid economic development provide necessary economic conditions for a stabilized low fertility in urban areas; at
the same time, institutional, technological and cultural changes areate an environment in which individuals ratie-
nalize their fertility decision making. Mechanisms in stabilizing low fertility are changing from those that are policy
dominated into the ones that are self controlled.
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