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“Visiting Marriage” Matriarchal Marriage System,
the Division of Work and Social Gender
Roles of the Zhaba Tibetan Ethnic Group

YU AN Xu-chuan
( Party School of Sichuan Commitiee, Chengdu 610072, China)

Abstract: Based on field investigation, this paper uses the "binary method
of division" to analyze the social gender roles and division of labor within the
Zhaba T ibetan ethnic group. This paper holds that there is a natural division of
labor by age and gender. At home, women enjoy equal rights as men, but the
public domain is still dominated by men. In the process of modernization, due to
their difference in social gender, imbalance has appeared in their identification
with their own traditional culture, their mastery of their own language and mod
ern knowledge. As aresult, Zhaba women tend to be conservative because they
engage in traditional production activities, while men are more modern and fash-
ion— conscious because of their contact with the market.

Key Words: Zhaba T ibetan Ethnic Group; "visiting marriage", a matriar

chal marriage system; social gender roles; social division of labor
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