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ABSTRACTS

Methods of Sociology and Anthropology in the History of Science and Medicine Nathan Sivin

Anthropologists” aim is to discover shared structures of meaning which differed from one people or even one group to another.
All parts of the shared sense of reality are called culture. People in two cultures do not have exactly the same diseases. There are
many ways to divide all physical abnormalities into diseases and people in different cultures make different choices. Belief can
cause and also overcome real physical illness for the body responds to belief and meaning. Sociologists’ aim is to comprehend the
structures norms and values of the society in which individuals live. Sociology can aid in understanding differences in the authori—
ty of doctors in different societies; authority is an important factor in their ability to cure illness. New diseases and changes in the
names of diseases are not only based on improvements in research. Physicians like all other members of society respond to val-

ues that are widespread in their society. If they do not they cannot be very successful in curing sick people.

A Brief Discussion on Comparitive History of Chinese and Western Theories of History in the 20th Century Xin Chen
Research on Chinese historigraphy since the 20th century finds it hard to escape the influence of the West. Chinese historians
have outgrown grief and indignation and become confident which is at once a development history of modern and contemporary his—
toriography and a psychological history showing how the academic field picked up their confidence again. This article divides the
comparative history of Chinese and Western theories of history in the 20th century into three stages: the characteristic of the first
stage is that historians used Western method of historiography to restrain the Chinese way opposed the old ways sought reform and
emphasized the comparison of aims and methods of history; in the second stage however histories borrowed strength from West
historiography in the interpretation of Chinese historiography reflected the Western historiography so as to reshape Chinese histori—
ography and emphasized the comparison of concepts and historical view; in the third stage historians sought after differences be—
tween Western and Chinese historiography while keeping the common ground in mind distinguished the similarities and differences
sought differences from similarities and emphasized the comparison of thinking styles. The above three stages opened up one after
another each exploring further in the research of comparison between Chinese and Western theories of history and each deepening
our understanding of the essential characteristic of Chinese and Western historiography. At present Chinese historians plays a dom—

inant role in this field of study while the participating of western historians is likely to provide a wider field of vision for us.

A Historical Account of the Democracy and Dictatorship Controversy Yong Zhang

The Democracy or Dictatorship controversy is an important case in the field of the studies in the climate of opinions of the Chi-
nese intellectuals in the 1930s. It can be showed by a close and meticulous survey that the Democracy and Dictatorship controversy
was a component part of the debates of The Question of State-huilding in the journal Independent Review which in the wake of the
Sep. 18 can be said to be an expression of the positions of the upper class of the liberal intellectuals who actively pushed their col-

laboration with the Nationalist Government with their intentions to reform the civil governance and resist the foreign invasion. This

controversy was stimulated by the Fujian event and the viable mode of unification literally the unification by the force of an

individual dictatorship or the unification by institutional arrangements of a democratic government that Nanking Central Gov—
ernment should choose was rendered as its explicit topic. But implicitly these different views reflected the then existing political
power framework of the Nationalist Party which can be oriented to the Dictatorship of Chiang Kai-shek or the collaboration be—
tween Chiang and Jingwei Wang. This implicit meaning of the Democracy or Dictatorship controversy was disclosed by an episode of
this controversy namely the debate on construction or non-action. The above connotation of this controversy can be seen clearly in

relevant discussions in the wake of that debate.

Theoretical Issues on Study of Tributary System Zhigang Chen
The conception guiding theory and dynamic mechanism for the maintenance of tributary system are the three basic issues in

theoretical study of tributary system. These three issues seemed unrelated but in fact inseparable seemed insignificant but in fact
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