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Cooperative learning in English writing teaching
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Abstract: Writing plays an important role in our daily communication among the four basic language skills. However, in China,

both the teacher and students do not attach much weight to English writing in school education. Many problems exit in the current

teaching of English writing. Cooperative learning is a creative and effective teaching theory based on interaction among group

members. This essay mainly explores the possibility of combining cooperative learning and English writing teaching together.
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1  Introduction

Writing is a complex process of language communication
and is also a creative thinking process. Writing is playing an
important part in the course of human civilization history and
promotes the development of human society. Writing is such a
useful language skill needed in real life communication that
both the teacher and the students should pay great attention to
the training of this practical skill. How, on earth, can the
teacher develop students’ writing ability effectively? Applying
cooperative learning in English writing teaching may be one
practical solution to this question.

2  Problems existing in traditional writing class
2.1 Over emphasis on  “product” and insufficient guide to
“process”

In the process of writing teaching,many teachers misbelieve
that assigning writing and correcting writing means everything
to writing. Under such circumstances, the teacher cares little
about how the student writers have shaped their products and
he overemphasizes the grammatical structures of the product
and ignores the process of writing. An inevitable result of
teacher’s giving little guidance to how to write a composition
is that students will lose confidence and interest in English
writing and write in a perfunctory manner, laying many words
together according to grammatical rules.

2.2 The teacher neglecting the interaction among students

In traditional English writing classrooms students —are
usually in the control and direction of the teacher, writing
passively according to the teacher’s explanation within a given

the

opportunities to think, discuss together, express their views and

time. In process of writing students will have no

communicate with peers in order to complete the writing task.
During such teacher—centered process, students’ thinking ability
cannot be fully developed, which doesn’t agree with the
development that students need in body and mind.
2.3 Students’ lack of motivation to English writing

One of the important reasons why students are week in
skills Most
students have no clear aims to learn English writing and don’t

writing is that they lack motivation to write.
know the real purpose of English writing. Many of them think
that the purpose of writing is to reinforce what they have
learned to pass examinations. At the same time, single and
boring teaching method and low marks in writing also make
students lose interests and enthusiasm in English writing. The
findings indicate that there might exist a number of pitfalls in
our English writing teaching. These drawbacks were chiefly
attributed to the teachers’ methods to English writing teaching.
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3  The significance of adopting cooperative learning in
writing teaching

Cooperative learning is such an efficient activity that it
has been widely used all over the world. Roger T. Johnson
and David W. Johnson defined that cooperative learning is a
that positive
interdependence, individual accountability, interpersonal skills,
this
educational approach, students and the teacher are in a state

relationship in a group of students requires

face to face primitive interaction and processing. In
of dynamic cooperation and build up an intimate learning
atmosphere in the language classroom. Since we admit that the
traditional teaching method in English writing teaching does
have some drawbacks for the past few years in China, we may
try adopting cooperative learning in writing teaching. By doing
so the student —centered class has taken the place of the
teacher—centered class and students become the main body of
their
English writing will be greatly motivated. In addition, the

classroom learning in  writing. Therefore interests  in
adoption of cooperative learning provides a good way for the
students to carry out communicative learning practically and
effectively. Cooperative learning can promote the development
of English writing ability greatly.
4 How to adopt cooperative learning in writing class
4.1Designing cooperative learning activities before writing class
A teacher cooperative
carefully before writing class. This is a crucial step to affect

must  design learning  activities
whether the cooperative learning succeeds or fails in writing
class. The teacher should make a deep research into his
students and the writing content while he is preparing his
lessons. In English writing some cooperative learning activities
are simple while some are more complicated. In order to
design complicated cooperative learning activities the teacher
must design each step carefully and plan the time of each step
in carrying out writing teaching. Good designs and preparations
for cooperative learning activities before the writing class are
very important.
4.2Arranging cooperative learning groups in writing class

This is a concrete thing that a teacher must encounter
when organizing cooperative learning in writing class. It is not
so easy to arrange all the students properly. The teacher must
be familiar with the students including their interests, hobbies,

characteristics and English level in order to arrange the
cooperative  learning groups well. There are wusually the
following three group forms: (1)heterogeneous groups and

homogenous groups. (2)two —person groups, four—person groups
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or six—person groups.(3)long—term groups and temporary groups.
The teacher can choose an appropriate group arrangement
according to the writing task.
4.3 Carrying out cooperative learning in writing class

At the beginning of the writing class, the teacher should
assign the cooperative writing tasks and present the demands
clearly and in detail. In carrying out cooperative learning
activities the teacher must have some organizational competence
so that the cooperative learning activities in writing class go on
smoothly and successfully. In the course of cooperative learning
activities, the teacher should walk around the classroom,
supervising each group and giving guidance and help when
needed. At the same time the teacher should pay more
attention to what the students of lower achievements do and try
to lead them to catch chances to interact with other group
members to form good writing plan.
4.4 Summarizing cooperative learning after writing class

After students’ group work the teacher should give proper
assessment, giving more praise and encouragement. And it is
also essential for the teacher to make investigation, collect
feedback information, reflect defects and evaluate students’
performance in cooperative learning from all aspects after the
writing class. Doing so is helpful to the improvement of
teaching writing in cooperative learning method. The teacher
can collect successful experience and summarize the failure
steps by observing group correcting

students’ activities,

students’ homework and talking with the students after the
class. Little by little a good cycle of group cooperative learning
in writing class will be built.
5  Conclusion

The adoption of cooperative learning in writing class can
initiate the students’ enthusiasm for English, make leamning
environment light, natural and real, conductive to students’
writing learning. In cooperative writing class students can work
cooperatively on  writing issues so that both  positive
interdependence and individual accountability of students are
promoted. In a word, by applying cooperative learning in
writing teaching students’ English thinking, writing skills and
all —round excellent characteristics such as active cooperation
and effective communication are fully developed and improved
in the learning process.
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