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Clinicopathol ogic Correlation of Serum Tissue Polypeptide Specific Antigen in Hepatocell u-
lar Carcinoma
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Abgract :Objective  To clarify the clinicopathologic correlation of serum tissue polypeptide specific anti-
gen (TPS) in hepatocellular carcinoma (HCC). Methods The serum levelsof TPSand A FP were meas-
ured by ELISA in 74 HCC patients, 35 patients with liver cirrhosis, 22 patients with chronic hepatitis
and 42 healthy subjects. A correlation between serum TPSlevelsand clinical , biochemical , and patholog-
ica featuresin HCC was sought and compared with that of AFP. Results Patients with HCC had signif-
icantly higher TPSthan healthy subjects (P < 0.05). However , there was substantial overlap between
patients with HCC, chronic hepatitis ,and liver cirrhosis. Serum TPS levels were significantly correlated
with direct bilirubin (DB) , indirect bilirubin (IB) , alanine aminotranserase (AL T) , aspartate amin-
otranderase (AST) ,Y-glutamyl tranderase § - GT) , lactate dehydrogenase (LDH) and tumor size (P<
0.05) , but not with tumor number , portal invason, extrahepatic metastass, clinical staging and histo-
logica differentiation (P> 0.05). A significant correlation was observed between A FP and tumor size (P
=0.047) , portal invason (P =0.029) or histological differentiation ( P=0.000). Conclusion Serum
TPSisnt sgnificantly related to tumor invasveness in patients with HCC, but related to liver function.
S we must interpret its presence in chronic liver disease cautioudy.

Key words:Primary hepatic cancer ; Tumor marker ; Tissue polypeptide specific antigen (TPS) ;Alphafeto
protein (AFP)
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