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Abgtract :Objective  To investigate the expresson of insulirrlike growth factors (IGF1 and IGF2, or |G
Fs) in non-small cell lung cancer (NSCLC) as well as the correlation between |GFs expression and re-
giona lymph node metastass. Methods The expression of 1GF1 and | GF2 was investigated in 65 speci-
mens from patients with NSCL C (29 cases contained normal lung tissue adjacent to cancer) and in 19
gpecimens from patients with benign lung diseases by immunohistochemistry and western blotting. Re-
sults  1GF1 and | GF2 were overexpressed in NSCL C compared to benign lung tissues. The expression of
IGF1 and IGF2 was sgnificantly higher in NSCL C with metastass to regional lymph node than those
without metastass to regiona lymph node. Furthermore, the expresson of IGF1 and |GF2 was sgnifi-
cantly higher in NSCL C with N2-stage or with metastasis to 5 or more regional lymph nodes than those
only with N1-stage or with metastasis to less than 5 regional lymph nodes. In addition, | GF2 expression
was statistically higher in NSCL C with multiple groups of metastatic regional lymph node than those only
with sngle group of metastatic regional lymph node. Conclusion The overexpresson of 1GFsin NSCLC
was positively correlative to lymph node metastasis, with respect to the stations, numbers and groups of
metastatic regional lymph node, it indicates that |GFs may play an important role in the initiation and
progression of NSCL C; the expression of 1GFs may be valuable in evaluation of the biological behavior of
NSCL C.
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