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Part One  British and American Cultures（50 points）

I. Choose the best answer  (20 points, 1 points for each)
Direction: Read the following unfinished statements or questions carefully. For each unfinished statement or question, four suggested answers are given. Choose the one which you think best completes the statement or answers the question. 

1. The first known settlers of Britain were________.

A. the Celts      B. the pre-historic hunters      C. the Beakers      D. the Iberians

2. The Industrial Revolution began in the late_____ century and ended in early _______century and it first sprang in _______.

A.18th;19th; France               B. 18th;19th; Germany   

C. 18th;19th; Britain             D. 18th;19th; Russia

3. The Industrial Revolution firstly started in _______.

A. textiles      B. chemicals     C. steel      D. coalmining

4. In the _______ British merchants began to smuggle opium into China from India..

A. 1810s          B. 1820s           C. 1830s             D. 1840s

5. In law British Prime Minister is appointed by _________.

A. the monarch              B. the House of Lords 
C. the House of Common       D. the Speaker

6. In Britain the general election is normally held every ________ years.

A. 2         B. 3          C. 4            D.5

7. Which of the following is the world’s oldest national newspaper?

A. The Times       B. The Guardian       C. The Observer    D. The Financial Times

8. Which of the following is the British’s oldest daily newspaper?

A. The Times                   B. The News of the World

C. The Guardian                 D. The Telegraph
9. Which of the following sports was not invented in Britain? 

A. Football      B. Basketball     C. Tennis       D. Cricket  

10. Which of the following is not particularly British Christmas tradition ?

A. enjoying the Pantomine

B. the Queen broadcasting her Christmas message

C. eating chocolate eggs on Easter Day 

D. shopping on the Boxing Day 

11. The first immigrants in American history came from ________.

A. England and the Netherlands          B. Ireland

C. West Germany                       D. East Europe 

12. The “first Americans” were _________.

A. the Black Slaves                   B. the Pilgrims

C. the Indians                       D. the Hispanic

13. The Declaration of Independence was adopted by the continental Congress on ________.

A. April 19, 1775                 B. Christmas Day of 1776

C. May 10, 1775                  D. July 4, 1776

14. In 1932, in the depth of the depression, the American people chose ________as their next president who promised to get America out of the depression.

A. Theodore Roosevelt              B. Woodrow Wilson

C. Franklin D. Roosevelt            D. Herbert C. Hoover

15. The decision on setting-up of a world organization : the United nations was made at _________.

A. Yalta Conference               B. Potsdam Conference 

C. Teheran Conference             D. Paris Conference

16. The election of president is to elect _______.

A. the presidential electors          B. vice president   

C. the presidential                 D. the president directly

17. Education is very important because in the view of Americans _______.

A. it contributes to developing the national strength

B. it contributes to personal success.

C. it contributes to everybody’s learning 

D. Both A and B

18. Easter commemorates _______.

A. the birth of Jesus Christ         B. the Crucifixion of Jesus Christ

C. the coming of Spring           D. the Crucifixion and Resurrection of Jesus Christ

19. In the United States Thanksgiving Day is celebrated every year to thank ________.

A. the Pilgrims       B. the native Indians       C. God       D. both A & B 

20. Children love the story of Washington and the cherry tree because the story show them his quality of __________. 

A.  honesty         B. hard work        C. mischief        D.  wisdom
II. True or False Judgment  (20 points, 1 point for each)

Direction: Read the following statements carefully and indicate them true or false. Mark “T” for the true statement and “F” for the false statement. 
1．The Commonwealth is a free association of independent countries that were once colonies of Britain. 

2.  Most British people are Protestants while most Irish people are Catholics.
3.  It was the Romans who firstly brought their Christianity to Britain. 

4.  The English Renaissance was the transitional period between the Middle Ages and modern times. 

5.  The head of the UK is the Prime Minister. 

6.  In practice, the British monarch reigns, but not rule. 

7.  In law, the British Prime Minister is appointed by the King or Queen. 

8.  The Prime Minister is the head of the Cabinet. 

9.  The Prime Minister presides over both the House of Lords and the Cabinet. 
10.  Common laws are laws which have been established through common practice in the courts.

11.  The largest minority group in the United states is the native American group---Indians.

12.  Puritan tradition also involved a respect for learning which led to the establishment of schools and the spread of literacy. 

13.  On April14, 1865, Lincoln died of overwork for the struggle against slavery.

14.  The World War was the result of struggle between the great powers for control of the world and military expansion of the countries of Nazi Germany, Fascist Italy militarist Japan. 
15.  In 1972, President Nixon visited China and met Chairman Mao Zedong. This visit ended 25 years of hostility of the two countries.

16.  The American Constitution is the oldest written constitution in the world. 

17. The President not only presides over the executive branch but also control legislative branch.
18. The oldest institution of higher education in the U.S. is Harvard College. 

19. Thanksgiving Day is a typical holiday of English origin.
20.In 1920s Harlem in New York City became the centre of black culture. 
III. Essay Question. (10 points) 

Direction: Write between 100-120 words on the following topic.

   In what way did Puritanism influence American culture?
Part Two  British and American Literatures（100 points）

I. Choose the best answer  (40 points, 2 points for each)
Direction: Read the following unfinished statements or questions carefully. For each unfinished statement or question, four suggested answers are given. Choose the one which you think best completes the statement or answers the question. 

1.  Beowulf describes the exploits of ___________,hero, Beowulf , in fighting against the monster Grendel , his revengeful mother, and a fire-breathing dragon..

  A. Scandinavian        B. Danish     C. English     D. Norwegian 

2.  English Renaissance Period was an age of _______.

  A. prose and novel                 B. poetry and drama 
C. essays and journals              D. ballads and songs

3. “Liberty, Fraternity and Equality” were first uttered in the book ________.

   A. The Shepherd’s Calendar           B. Utopia   

C. The Rights of Man                D. The Declaration of Independence
4. “Shall I compare thee to a summer’s day?” is the beginning line of one of Shakespeare’s _____.

A. songs        B. plays        C. sonnets       D. Comedies

5. The finest thing in Paradise Lost is the description of hell, and ________is often regarded as the real hero of the poem.

  A. God          B. Adam        C. Satan        D. Raphael

6. _______ was a progressive intellectual movement throughout Western Europe in the 18th century.

A. The Renaissance                        B. The Enlightenment

C. The Religious Reformation                D. The Chartist Movement

7. The main literary stream of the 18th century was _______. What the writers described in their works were mainly social realities.

   A. naturalism      B. romanticism      C. classicism        D. realism

8. From the character Mrs. Malaprop, in _______by Richard Brinsley Sheridan, is derived the term “malapropism” which means a ridiculous misusage of big words.

A. The School for Scandal            B. The Rivals

C. The Beggar’s Opera               D. The London Merchant

9. Which of the following works is written by Edward Gibbon?

A. The School for Scandal             B. She Stoops to Conquer

C. The Good-natured Man             D. The Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire
10. ______ is Laurence Sterne’s masterpiece.

A. A Sentimental Journey Through France and Italy         B. Clarissa Harlowe

C. The life and Opinions of Tristram Shandy               D. The Vicar of Wakefield

11. The title of the novel Vanity Fair was taken from John Bunyan’s masterpiece _________.

A.The Pilgrim’s Progress            B. Childe Harold’s Pilgrimage

C. Gulliver’s Travels                D. The Canterbury Tales
12. Emily Bronte wrote only one novel entitled__________.

 A. Wuthering Heights     B. Jane Eyre      C. Emma     D. Agnes Grey
13. Women writers began to appear in England during the second half of the _____ century.

A. 17th         B. 18th       C. 19th      D. 20th
14. Thomas Hardy is one of the representatives of English ______ at the turn of the 19th century.

A. critical realism       B. pre-romanticism  

C. neo-classicism       D. new romanticism

15. Who is regarded as the forerunner of the “stream of Consciousness” literature in the 20th century?_________.

A. John Galsworthy      B. Henry James    C. T.S. Eliot    D. James Joyce

16. ______ was written by James Joyce.

A. A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man           B. Portrait of a Lady
C. Picture of Dorian Gray                        D. To the Light House

17. Which of the following was written by Henry David Thoreau?

    A. Nature.                        B. Walden.  

C. The Scarlet Letter                D. “The Fall of the House Usher”

18. The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock was written by _______.

A. William Butler Yeats            B. D.H. Lawrence

C. T.S. Eliot                     D. Wystan Hugh Auden 

19. Which one of the following authors is not a Nobel Prize winner?

A. Ernest Hemmingway            B. Eugene O’Neil 

C. William Faulkner               D. F. Scott Fitzgerald

20. The following writers represent new American voices except ________.

A. Toni Morrison                B. Alice Walker  

C. T.S. Eliot                    D. Maxine Long Kinston

II. True or False Judgment  (20 points, 1 point for each)

Direction: Read the following statements carefully and indicate them true or false. Mark “T” for the true statement and “F” for the false statement. 
1. “The Wife of Bath ” is one of the tales contained in The Canterbury Tales. 

2.  The Victorian Age was an age of prose, especially of the essay. 
3.  The Author of Silas Marner is Mary Barton. 

4.  Heathcliff is a character in the novel Emma. 

5.  The Heroine in The Mill on the Floss is Maggie who is noble- minded. 
6.  The short poem Break, Break, Break was written by Robert Browning. 

7.  Heartbreak House is a novel written by Charles Dickens.

8.  John Galsworthy’s masterpiece is The Forsyte Saga.. 

9.  The Picture of Dorian Gray is Oscar Wilde’s typical decadent novel describing the author’s aesthetical view and immoralism.
10. The waste land is a long poem written by William Butler Yeats, which consists of five parts. 

11. American literature is mainly about the seeking of the American people for success and happiness.
12. Rip Van Winkle was a character created by James Fenimore Cooper.

13. The Leather-stocking Tales consist of five novels depicting the American West.

14. Among the more than 1500 poems Emily Dickinson wrote, she seldom touches upon the subject of death.

15. Henry James wrote several novels about Europeans living in America.

16. Both Sherwood Anderson and Sinclair Lewis depicted life in the small Midwestern towns, and their books were called “ revolt from the village.”

17. Ezra Pound’s poetry is famous for symbolism, the use of strong , concrete images.

18. F. Scott Fitzgerald’s novel Winter Dream was about youth’s golden dream turning to disappointment. 

19. Eugene O’Neill is a great playwright, whose plays include desire Under the Elms and Long day’s Journey into Night. 
20. John Steinback ‘s The Grapes of Wrath was a portrait of a poor family during the period of the Depression.
III. Term Defining. (15 points, 3 points for each)

Direction: Define the following terms, giving examples for illustration if necessary.  

1. Elizabethan Drama

2. The Bronte Sisters

3. Transcendentalism

4. The “Lost Generation”
5. Modernism

IV. Essay Question. (10 points)

Direction:Write between 100-120 words on the following topic.

   What are some of the features of English Romantic Literature?

V. Literary Appreciation.  (15 points)  

Direction: Read the following passage and make comments on Sister Carrie’s character .

When Caroline Meeber boarded the afternoon train for Chicago, her total outfit consisted of a small trunk, a cheap imitation alligator-skin satchel, a small lunch in a paper box, and a yellow leather snap purse, containing her ticket, a scrap of paper with her sister's address in Van Buren Street, and four dollar in money. It was in August, 1889. She was eighteen years or age, bright, timid, and full of the illusions of ignorance and youth. Whatever touch of regret at parting characterized her given up. A gush of tears at her mother's farewell kiss, mill where her father worked by the day, a pathetic sigh as the familiar green environs of the village passed in review and the threads which bound her so lightly to girlhood and home were irretrievably broken. 

To be sure there was always the next station, where one might descend and return. There was the great city, bound more closely by these very trains which came up daily. Columbia City was not so very far away, even once she was in Chicago. What pray, is a few hours a few hundred miles? She looked at the little slip bearing her sister's address and wondered. She gazed at the green landscape, now passing in swift review until her swifter thoughts replaced its impression with vague conjectures of what Chicago might be.

When a girls leaves her home at eighteen, she does one of two things. Either she falls into saving hands and becomes better, or she rapidly assumes the cosmopolitan standard of virtue and becomes worse. Of an intermediate balance, under the circumstances, there is no possibility. The city has its cunning wiles, no less than the infinitely smaller and more human tempter. There are large forces which allure with all the soul fullness of expression possible in the most cultured human. The gleam of a thousand lights is often as effective as the persuasive light in a wooing and fascinating eye. Half the undoing of the unsophisticated and natural mind is accomplished by forces wholly superhuman. A blare of to the astonished scenes in equivocal terms. Without a counselor at hand to whisper cautious interpretation what falsehoods may not these things breathe into the unguarded ear! Unrecognized for what they are, their beauty, like music, too often relaxes, then wakens, then perverts the simpler human perceptions.

Caroline, or Sister Carrie, as she had been half affectionately termed by the family, was possessed of a mind rudimentary in its power of observation and analysis. Self-interest with her was high, but not strong. It was nevertheless, her guiding characteristic. Warm with the fancies of youth, pretty with the insipid prettiness of the formative period, possessed of a figure promising eventual shapeliness and an eye alight with certain native intelligence she was a fair example of the middle American class two generations removed from the emigrant. Books were beyond her interest knowledge a sealed book. In the intuitive graces she was still crude. She could scarcely toss her head gracefully. Her hands were almost ineffectual. The feet, though small were set flatly. And yet she was interested in her charms, quick to understand the keener pleasures of life, ambitious to gain in material things. A half-equipped little knight she was, venturing to reconnoiter the mysterious city and dreaming wild dreams of some vague, far-off supremacy, which should make it prey and subject the proper penitent, groveling at a women's slipper.
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