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1) Draw up a methodology for regional tourism strategy

in the Czech Republic, as a basis for creation of deve-
lopmental strategies for individual regions (based on
the fact that, while over 80% of the territory of the
Czech Republic is suitable for tourism, no comprehen-
sive conception for the development of tourism exist-
ed in 1999).

2) The provision of breakfast in connection with private
accommodation with a capacity of up to 10 beds should
no longer be included amongst bound business activ-
ities and should be classified amongst free business
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Abstract: In spite of the official goals of support for rural tourism promulgated by governmental bodies, rural tourism remains a
marginal phenomenon. This lack of confidence in rural tourism has relatively deep roots. The basis for this is almost of an
ontological nature and consists in opposition, although subconscious, against “commodified authenticity”. Another source of this
lack of confidence lies in the fact that rurality, the main attractive feature of tourism, has been substantially impaired as a result of
trends in the 20th century. A third reason follows from the combination of rural tourism and mass recreation, as well as inadequate
response by governmental bodies and authorities to the risks for regional stability, based on unmanaged mass tourism.
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activities, without any requirements for qualification
(it has been found that the requirements for profes-
sional qualification in the provision of boarding ser-
vices are a burden for development of rural tourism
and agricultural tourism).

3) Implement recommendation standards for accommoda-
tion services in practice and provide for their control
(this is significant in relation to rural tourism which is
often characterised by private accommodation) (see
www.mmr.cz).
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  1) the concept of the community
  2) the social area characterising people with only a few,

very varied roles
  3) one person fulfils several social roles
  4) a simple economy
  5) little division of labour
  6) assigned positions (in contrast to achieved positions

in urban society)
  7) education according to the position achieved (in con

trast to position derived from education in urban so
ciety)

  8) acceptance of a person’s role in society (in contrast
to activities to achieve a role in society)

  9) a compact network of relationships
10) non-cosmopolitan society
11) economic categories are one of several types of cate

gories, but not the most important
12) cohesion of society
13) integration of the working environment (L�#��
��)�:8�

�	5�ABBA).
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– it is located in a rural environment;
– it is functionally rural, built on the special features of

the rural world (small-scale production, open space, con-
tact with nature, with a heritage from the past, tradition-
al customs and habits);

– it is rural in its scale, i.e. small buildings, small settle-
ments, etc.;

– it is traditional in its character, i.e. it grows slowly and
organically in connection with the local families. It is
often established at a local level and developed in an
attempt to ensure local development in the particular
area;

– it is sustainable in the sense that its development should
preserve the special rural character of the given area
and should not destroy, but should rather stabilise lo-
cal development. Rural tourism must be seen as a po-
tential instrument for protection of nature and the
landscape in accord with development in human needs
(in this sense, the activities of Hector Ceballos-Lascu-
rain in protection of American flamingoes, who has be-
come a founding legend of eco-tourism, is illustrative)
(Page, Dowling 2002);

– it is necessarily composed of a great many products
that enable assimilation of the overall image of the rural
environment, economy and history.
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