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Abstract: This paper analyses and compares the basic demographic characteristics of the selected districts of the Jiho-
moravský region, namely the urban Brno-�2��� district, the suburban Brno-venkov district and the provincial 34�����
district, in the period between 1990–2000. The methodology section describes the indicators we have used, the basic data
were taken from the database of the Czech Statistical Office. Generally speaking, the life expectancy increases, the propor-
tion of the post-productive population increases while there is a significant decrease in the proportion of the pre-productive
population as well as in the rates of most demographic categories (marriage rate, birth rate, abortion rate and, to some extent,
mortality). Natural reproduction has been negative for a long time. The results reveal that the provincial and the suburban
district are similar in most indices as far as both the index level and the population development are concerned. On the other
hand, the urban district shows significant differences.
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•  Life expectancy and the average age become longer. Du-

ring the surveyed period, the average age increased by
2 years in all three districts. The highest average age is
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reached in Brno-�2���, the lowest in the 34����� dis-
trict. Compared to the urban district, people living in the
suburban district are one year younger and people living
in the provincial district are up to 3 years younger.

•  The ageing index grows, which means that the dispro-
portion between the pre-productive and post-produc-
tive population becomes more pronounced, to the infant
population’s disadvantage.

•  The absolute number and proportion of children under
14 years of age decrease. This is caused by a change in
the behaviour of young people. At the turn of the mil-
lennium, the numerous generation of the 1970s reached
the peak of fertility; however, there was no increase in
the birth rate due to the young generation’s changed
attitude to family life. The financial situation of young
families has deteriorated, too.

•  The proportion of older inhabitants grows, the wartime
and post-war “baby-boom” generations reaching the
upper limit of the productive age and slowly approach-
ing retirement age. The number of people in the produc-
tive portion of the population should be constant, as
the numerous 1970s generation reaches the productive
age and thus compensates for the great number of retir-
ing people.

•  The overall number of inhabitants decreases, for the
number of deaths exceeds the number of live births.
The biggest difference between the birth rate and death
rate is in the urban and the suburban district, the low-
est difference is found in the provincial district of 34���
����

•  Although there is growth in the proportion of males, the
number of females is greater in all three districts. The
biggest disproportion was in the urban district in 1999,
where there were 100 females in excess of males per
1000 inhabitants; in the other two districts the differ-
ence makes only 40.

•  The live-birth rate declines in all compared districts. The
lowest birth rate value throughout the surveyed period
was recorded in Brno-�2����

•  The death rate gradually declines. The highest mortali-
ty values are in Brno-�2���� the lowest in the 34�����
district. The most significant decline in the ten-year pe-
riod was recorded in Brno-venkov – by up to 3 deaths
per 1000 inhabitants.

•  The economic burden index had the value of about 52 in
all three districts in 1999, which means that there was
one non-productive inhabitant per two people of the
productive age. Although this index has dropped in the
surveyed period, it will stagnate or grow in the future,
because people of the productive portion of the popu-
lation will come over to the post-productive portion but
there will not be enough children to compensate for
them.

•  The marriage and abortion rates decline. The value of
both rates is the highest in the urban district.

•  In the suburban and the provincial district, the divorce
rate has begun to grow, while it drops in the urban dis-
trict. But despite this declining tendency, the divorce
rate in the Brno-�2��� district reaches the highest va-
lues.

•  The natural increase of the population has been nega-
tive for a long time, with the most significant decline in
Brno-�2��� again. The provincial region of 34����� al-
ways showed the highest values throughout the sur-
veyed period.

•  There is an increase in migration between the individual
districts of the Czech Republic. The urban district wit-
nesses, due to migration, a drop in the population, while
the population in the suburban and the provincial dis-
trict increases. The most considerable growth was in
the Brno-venkov district, to which the city inhabitants
have moved.
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•  Nationality and citizenship are similarly distributed in
the given districts: 75% of inhabitants claim Czech na-
tionality, 99% claim the citizenship of the Czech Repub-
lic.

•  The least number of believers is found in Brno-�2���
(36% only). In Brno-venkov, there are 45% of believers,
and 46% in the 34����� district. In all three districts there
are more female than male believers.

•  The standard of education is the highest in the city,
where there are more educational institutions, but to
which also people travel in order to acquire education.
The higher the degree of education, the more of these
people live in the city; people with a lower degree of
education are mostly found in districts outside the city.

•  The number of working inhabitants is comparable in all
three districts: 45% of inhabitants work. The rate of
unemployment is the highest in the 34������district,
where agriculture predominates. The lowest rate of un-
employment is in Brno-venkov.

•  Most of the people who commute to work live in the
suburban district (68%); it is because they live near the
city, where there are more job opportunities. In the 34��
���� district, there are 50% of commuters, and only 11%
in Brno-�2���. Similar percentage holds good for peo-
ple who have to travel in order to acquire education.
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