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An brief introduction to digital dental photography Zou Bo. Dept. of Prosthodontics, Hospital of Stomatology,
Guanghua School of Stomatology, Sun Yat—sen University, Guangzhou 510060, China

[Abstract] With the rapid progress of digital camera and computer technology, digital photography offers signifi-
cant benefits to dental practices, especially to cosmetic dentistry, providing a powerful tool for diagnosis and treat—
ment planning. Digital dental photography requires the combined knowledge of dentistry, computer technology and
photography. To obtain qualified dental images, the practitioner needs a basic understanding of computer science
and standard photography for proper utilization. This article, as a guide to the beginners of dental photography,
briefly introduced some basic general knowledge of dental photography, including correlative basic knowledge of
photography, required equipments and techniques, correct workflow patterns and essentials for standard dental ima-—
ges. Practitioner needs necessary training and persistent practice, together with the training of the staff members,
the regular dental image can make the treatment effective and beneficial to both the practice and the patient.
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Tab 1 Combination of different aperture num-

bers and shutter speeds
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Fig 1 Numbers and sizes of the aperture
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Fig 3 Relationship between aperture size and depth of field
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Fig 5 Different effects among various modes of white balance
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Fig 6 Schematic diagram of different sizes of sensors
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Fig 7 The amplification ration showed on the window of lens
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Fig 8 Macro ring flash and twin-light macro flash
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Fig 13 12 American Academy of Cosmetic Dentistry views of cosmetic dentistry
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