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I am glad to have this chance to talk about the disciplinary development of the history of science and technology in China in the past three years.  We all know, the Chinese Society for the History of Science and Technology (中国科学技术史学会，CSHST) is 30 years old now.  To celebrate this important anniversary, about 9 months ago, we started a research item supported by China Association for Science and Technology (中国科协，CAST).  Aiming at giving a systematic survey on the disciplinary development of our subject, lead by Prof. Liu Dun(刘钝教授) , the president of International Association of the History of Science, and Prof. Liao Yu-qun（廖育群教授）, the chairman of CSHST, and by co-operating between all the authors of chapters and other experts, this research produced a book named as “the Report on the Disciplinary Development of the history of Science and Technology” which was already published threes months ago.  What I would say is based upon the endeavor of all the co-authors of this book.
Chinese scholars, such as Li Yan and Qian Baocong, started their researches on HST in China in the early 20th century, and they focused on ancient Chinese literatures and relics related to science and technology. Since 1957, the institutional discipline of HST began to be established in China, and the starting-point is the foundation of a special research entity of HST known as “the Institute for the History of Natural Science, CAS”. Nowadays, Chinese scholars’ works have become an important part of the international research on HST since Occidental HST theories and methods were introduced into China in the 1980’s.

In recent years, our discipline develops rapidly and experiences a process that Prof. Liu Dun and I call as “the re-institutionalization of the history of science in China”(“科学史学科在中国的再制度化进程”). Now several universities have established the department named as “HST” or containing a unit of “HST”. For instance, the first department of history of science was found in Shanghai Jiaotong University(上海交通大学) in 1999. In 2006 and in 2008, the first and the second National Symposium on Teaching of HST came off in Beijing and Shanghai respectively. The Institute for the History of Natural Science, CAS(中国科学院自然科学史研究所), Chinese Society for the History of Science and Technology（中国科学技术史学会）, and Inner Mongolia Normal University（内蒙古师范大学） co-organized the first national seminar for the teaching of HST in Hohhot in 2009 to promote the teaching level of HST in China’s universities.

Many top-level international academic conference of HST were held in China in recent years, such as the 22nd International Congress of History of Science (Beijing, 2005), the 11th International Conference on the History of Science and Technology in China (Nanning, 2007), and so on.  Professor Liu Dun was elected as the President of the International Union of the History and Philosophy of Science/Division of the History of Science and Technology since 2009.

From 2007 to 2009, many important studies emerge on different fields of HST in China, especially on the history of science and technology in ancient China, in modern China, the oral history of science and technology in contemporary China, and the western history of science and technology.

The history of science and technology in ancient China remains as an important research field. Recently, substantial research results are yielded in all these research areas. 

In the research on the history of Chinese ancient astronomy, the archeological discovery of “Tao-si Observatory”(陶寺古观测台遗址) provides scholars a important, interesting and valuable subject-matter, which might give substantial new clues to the origin of Chinese astronomy. At the same time, research on the history of mathematical astronomy in ancient China makes great progress through new methods that use functions of modern celestial mechanics and computer program to examine the precision of Chinese ancient calendars and re-construct the ancient calendars with the term of modern astronomy. In addition, the research direction involving the intercourse between ancient China and other nations in astronomy has also changed. Besides the study on the transplantation of Islamic astronomy in Yuan（元）and Ming（明）Dynasties of China and European astronomy in Ming（明）and Qing（清） Dynasties of China, which have been given much attention for a long time, the impact of Indian and Persian astronomy on Tang（唐） and Pre-Tang Dynasties of China is studied as well in recent years.

In the field on the history of Chinese ancient mathematics, the discoveries of the “Suan Shu Shu”(《算术书》) and “Shu” from cultural relics of the Qing(秦) and Han（汉）Dynasties in the 1980s provide important new materials for the scholars on the history of mathematics in early China. At the same time, the research on the history of the intercourse and the relationship between China and other nations in mathematics has also made great progress; and this kind of research is received supports from Wu Wenjuan(吴文俊) Mathematics, Astronomy and Silk Road Fund（丝路基金）. As achievements of the projects supported by the fund, two series of books have been published, one is “A Translated Series of Mathematics Masterpiece of Silk Road”（《丝路基金数学经典译丛》）, and the other is “A Series of Comparative History of Mathematics”（《比较数学史丛书》）.

The history of Chinese ancient technology has become a more noticeable field since the protection of intangible cultural heritage was regard as a very important issue in recent years. Two series of books have been published, one is “Complete Works of the Chinese Traditional Crafts”(《传统工艺大全》) and “Great Series of the History of Engineering and Technology in ancient China” (《古代中国工程技术史大系》) for the purpose of collecting, arranging, and conserving the knowledge of the ancient craft and technology.  The Compass Project（《指南针计划》） is going along, which started in 2006 for the purpose of unearthing the value of Chinese ancient inventions.

As a new noticed field, the research on the history of science and technology in modern China is rapidly developing in these years. Scholars on this field studies the process of the institutionalization of the modern system of science and technology that was established in the late Qing Dynasty and the Mingguo(民国) period of China. Scientific societies and modern industries built in the early 20th century China are important topics. Recently, some researchers cleared up the history of the Science Society of China（中国科学社） founded in 1915, Academia Sinica of China(中央研究院) founded in 1928 and National Academy of Peiping（北平研究院）founded in 1929. And others discussed the early history of Chinese industrialization since the self-strengthening movement(自强运动) from different angles.

The history of science and technology in contemporary China is also one of the fields which are received most attention in recent years. Firstly, studies on oral history begin to thrive.  The Chinese Journal for the History of Science and Technology （《中国科技史杂志》，原《中国科技史料》）has offered a special column for the oral history since 1999 to collect and conserve the oral history materials from aged Chinese scientists.  The publishing plan for A Series of the Oral History of Science in the 20th Century China (《20世纪中国科学口述史丛书》) has been executing smoothly since 2006. The first several books of the series have been published in recent years.  By the way, I’ll tell you a good news with great pleasure, that is, there comes an important project supported by China Association for Science and Technology (中国科协，CAST) and lead by Prof. Zhang Li. This project is aiming at surviving information and materials of aged and excellent scientists and the sum of finance support comes up to 7,000,000 Yuans. Secondly, The disciplinary history project sponsored by the China Association for Science and Technology(中国科协《中国科学学科史项目》)has begin since 2008, and books on disciplinary development of chemistry, geology, communication engineering, and the combination of Chinese/Western medicine have published three months ago.

Compared with the above three fields, the western history of science and technology is still an underdeveloped field in China. However, a time for all of us to recognize the importance of this kind of research has come. Meanwhile, there are some obvious changes in recent works coming from young researchers. Firstly, studies on famous scientists have enlarged to include more and more scientists as historical heroes, for instance, Faraday, Maxwell, Lavoisier and so on, together with Newton and Einstein, have been studied in recent years. Secondly, new ideas and approaches are applied to the field of disciplinary histories, which care about not only processes of the accumulation of knowledge but also processes of the formation and development of disciplines. Thirdly, research on the national history of science has made progress with some national characteristic problems as the key points. Finally, foreign famous scientific and technological societies were given more and more attention to, for instance, history of the Royal Society of London, the Lunar Society of Birmingham, and the Franklin Society in Philadelphia have been studied by young researchers.

Naturally, there are some problems occurred in the development of our discipline at present in China. Firstly, the research on the history of science and technology in world is still given very little attention. Secondly, the history of science and technology in ancient China need be re-examined with new methods and new points of view. Thirdly, study on applied HST should be more noticed.  I believe that our discipline, the history of science, will have a good future by improving all these three kinds of researches.
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