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Abstract: Research into the globalisation processes leads to establishing the set of concepts with the relative heuristic,
methodological, and theoretical effectiveness as well as consequent practical effectiveness. Yet, a simple analysis shows
this set of concepts as dependent on certain political programmes and projects. Scientific research is not a prirori limited
by any other language – except its own, i.e. scientific language. To accept the language of non-scientific discourse means
(mostly) to accept the non-scientific logic, too. Scientific establishment of region, community or similar social unit is a
matter of logic different from the logic of political programmes or projects. Scientific research seeks logic of a subject
(region, e.g.) from outside as well as from inside. That is why ideas and principles of social constructivism would have to
play an important role among the scientific research tools. These principles and ideas are not a part of simple language
and logic of political programmes and projects. Substitution of scientific language and scientific logic by political ones
could lead to a fatal error. A region is the result of social construction, yet the scientific construct of a region is only one
dimension of this complex process. This process can be called a social and cultural cartography process and could be
based on parallel or complementary research methodologies – on standard methodology (working by means of standard
descriptive and analytical quantitative research tools) and on social constructivism methodology (social and cultural car-
tography). Such complementary research is capable of overcoming relatively naive language and logic of political pro-
grammes and projects as well as limited heuristic possibilities of a standard scientific approach.
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– post-modern understanding of social constructivism and
– criticism of power supervisory approach to regional-

ism.
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– from the point of social and cultural cartography based

on the theses of social constructivism and emic-orient-
ed research, social cartography maps, e.g. maps of re-
gions, are the result of one specific partial – definitely
not universal – perception of social and cultural reality;
which partial approach it is must be subject to further
examination; on a preliminary base however, it is possi-
ble to say that it is the power approach being materia-
lised in the above mentioned bureaucratic-positivist
view of the matter;

– from the point of social and cultural cartography draw-
ing from postmodernism discourse, social cartography
maps, e.g. maps of regions, are legitimised in the last
instance by a specific great meta-narrative system; yes
indeed, the meta-narrative bearers in this case are the
grand narratives of Europe and even grander narratives
of globalisation; we need to mention that these grand
narratives have primarily nothing in common with sci-
ence: they are non-scientific legitimisation systems, es-
pecially ideological; however, accepting these
interpretation and simulation games based on meta-nar-
ratives of Europe and globalisation are of a good ex-
change rate nowadays;

– from the point of social and cultural cartography draw-
ing from postmodernism discourse, social cartography
maps, e.g. maps of regions, are the result of power and
panoptical attempts to gain control over the social space
in the Foucaultian sense; their counterpart are the at-
tempts for an alternative social cartography which may
be based only on small community narratives or on nar-
ratives of other similar types;

– thus, from the point of social and cultural cartography,
it is necessary to respect all of the above mentioned
possibilities of designing maps of social and cultural
reality; at the same time, preferring social cartography
guided by theses of social constructivism and post-
modernism appears to be very useful. Why?
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