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Abstract: The contemporary Czech countryside underwent an important change during the last ten years. The political,
economic and social system of agriculture and rural areas went through a basic transition. We can say that the transforma-
tion of agriculture after 1989 is one of the principal milestones of rural development, as for example the agrarian crisis in
the end of the 19th century, the land reform in 1919 and the collectivisation in 1949. The processes of restitution and
privatisation changed the ownership structure of land and property. The share of rural population employed in agricul-
ture decreased. Unemployment grew, offer of work opportunities and possibilities decreased in turn. Social, civic and
religious life regenerated. There are many new organizations and institutions, open borders cause positive as well as
negative events. The Czech countryside comes near to European rural areas in many aspects. However, there is a consid-
erable differentiation of approach to one’s own future. Some social groups of rural population were strongly affected by
the transformation, especially people with low qualification, poor health, socially handicapped, less adaptable, and inca-
pable of retraining. On the other hand, for other social groups opened so interesting options of employment or enterprise
which were not even thinkable of before 1989. The standard of living, life style and attitudes of rural inhabitants differen-
tiate. Results of a nation-wide research, “Trends of Social Change in Agriculture and Rural Areas”, predicate main chang-
es in the economic and social spheres. Detailed knowledge of economic and social processes of the Czech countryside is
necessary for co-operation within the framework of the European Union.
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postal and telecommunications services

power supply

forestry and water economy

clothing industry

chemical and rubber industry

leather working industry
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radio and television

reading of newspapers and magazines

work in the garden and plot

day-care for children

reading of books

visitors of relatives and neighbours

work in the work-room, repair of house, flat, car

walking and trips (to the forest, nature etc.)

relaxation

needlework (sewing, knit etc.)

restaurant, tea-room etc.

active sports trip to the city (confectionery, shops)

trip to the city (confectionery, shops)
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