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Abstract: Agricultural co-operatives play an important role in the European Union, as can be proved by their numbers in
the individual EU countries. However, they have diversified during the last decades and developed from the “classical”
co-operative of the Rochdale type into several forms, which do not always fully observe all the recognised co-operative
principles. These are namely the share co-operatives, daughter co-operatives, “New Generation Co-operatives” and limit-
ed liability co-operatives. Among the individual EU countries, there are also considerable differences with regard to the
co-operative legal frame. For the future, co-operatives can play important role both in the economic field and in the social
field.
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Source: Higher Council for Co-operation 2000: Co-operative Movements in the European Union, Ministère de l’emploi et de la solidarité,
Secrétariat d’état à l’économie solidaire, Paris, 2001
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– Different types have evolved from the classical co-op-

erative, which differ from the point of open member-
ship, member shares, level of liability, possibility to invite
external investors, decision making and division of
yields.

– Individual EU countries have different legal frame re-
garding co-operatives, in some cases no specific legal
frame at all.
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Principle 1: voluntary and open membership
Principle 2: democratic member control
Principle 3: member economic participation
Principle 4: autonomy and independence
Principle 5: education, training, information
Principle 6: inter-co-operative co-operation
Principle 7: concern for the society,
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– The member shares (the rights to deliver products to

the co-operative) are tradable at market prices. Mem-
bership is usually limited.

– Voting rights are usually equal, but in some cases also
according to the investment shares.

– The decisive role is played by members, even if external
investors are accepted, but usually in a limited way.

– Members dividends are distributed with regard to their
production contribution and investment shares.

– Co-operative has a highly qualified management.
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Economic roles of co-operatives

•   Establishing new markets
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•   Vertical integration
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•   Preventing monopolies in the Agri-Food industry
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•   Providing credit for investments in farming activities
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•   Globalisation of agriculture – e-commerce
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Social roles of co-operatives

• 
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