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Abstract: The transition to the CAP and admission to the internal market triggered a shock wave in Austria which caused
fundamental changes in the country’s farming and food industries. Behavioural patterns stuck in traditional routines and petrified
structures began to break up. The resulting thrust towards modernisation has been a major success of the EU integration.
Eastern enlargement, about to be embarked on by the European Union, will have a greater impact on Austrian agriculture than the
country’s accession to the EU ever had. Farmers will have to brace for a loss of market shares and an additional pressure to adjust.
The rural regions bordering the accession candidates will be particularly hit and thus require special attention in terms of economic
policy measures. Agriculture and rural regions in Eastern Europe will profit from the EU-membership.

Key words: agriculture, Common Agricultural Policy, EU-enlargement, Austria
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Figure 1.  Agricultural trade between Austria and the EU
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– The positions taken in negotiations and expectations

should be realistic; this will reduce disappointment.
– Hard facts and well-founded arguments are the best way

to convince people and institutions; this should not be
forgotten, e.g., in developing the negotiation strategy.

– It is important to be well prepared for membership. Can-
didates should do their “homework” quickly and, to the
extent possible, prior to accession. Necessary reforms
should be implemented as soon as possible; it is usual-
ly pointless to wait for better times.

– The more competitive the farming and food sectors are,
the greater will be their opportunities and the better
their performance in the internal market.

– European customers are spoiled and highly discerning.
To succeed in the markets requires hard work in a very
competitive environment.

– You need plenty of patience: European institutions are
slow to move, decision making is a cumbersome pro-
cess. Good relations with the Commission are helpful,
allies are an advantage.

– Despite the CAP, the EU-members have a substantial
national leeway in designing and implementing agricul-
tural policy and policies for the rural areas. Therefore,
each EU-country retains a substantial degree of natio-
nal responsibility for agriculture and food industry, the
farmers and the rural community.
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