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In 1989, the production of logs in Japan was around 30 million m³. The current log production volume is about 21 million m³, a reduction of 30% in the past 10 years.

Reduction in consumption was even higher. Over the same period, log consumption in Japan reduced from 58 million m³ to around 37 million, down by 37%, an average of 5% per year. 

The effect of the market downturn is clearly reflected in the log consumption in Japan. Earlier decline accelerated in 1998. The reduction in log consumption in 1998 was almost 13% compared with 1997.
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Figure 4.48 – Logs Production and Consumption in Japan, 1989-1998 (thousand m³)
Japan has been a large consumer of tropical logs which are mostly used for plywood production. In 1989, more than 40% of the logs consumed in Japan were tropical. As shown in figure 4.49, due to restrictions in supply, tropical log consumption has declined over the years. At present, tropical logs account for about 10% of total log consumption in Japan.
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Figure 4.49 – Changes in Tropical Share in Log Consumption in Japan (percent)

Evolution of production and consumption of sawnwood in Japan over the last 10 years is presented in figure 4.50. As is the situation for logs, the volumes of production and consumption have declined over the period.

In 1989, the total production of sawnwood in Japan was around 30 million m³. Ten years later, the total production reached 19 million m³, corresponding to a reduction of 37% over the period; equivalent to an average of 5% per year.

During the first years of the 90’s, consumption of sawnwood fell. Between 1992 and 1996 volumes were relatively stable at around 36 million m³. As a result of economic problems in Japan, sawnwood consumption started to fall – most noticeably in 1998. Consumption in 1998 was 21% lower than in 1997. 

The recent drop in consumption may be partly recovered, but the general trend indicates a further reduction in sawnwood consumption.
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Figure 4.50 – Sawnwood Production and Consumption in Japan, 1989-1998 

Japan used to be a relatively large consumer of tropical sawnwood. Nevertheless, as shown in figure 4.51, the importance of tropical sawnwood has been reduced over the years. In 1989, tropical sawnwood had a share of almost 14% of the total consumption. This share is now reduced to 4.5%. The fall in tropical sawnwood consumption is also associated with the fall in imports of tropical logs for sawnwood production. Part of the reduction in tropical timber logs imports is a result of contraints on supply of the product in the international market.
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Figure 4.51 – Changes in Tropical Share in Sawnwood Production and Consumption in Japan  (percent)

Japan is a country with a strong tradition in plywood production and consumption. The product has a strong penetration in the construction sector. Information on production and consumption of plywood in Japan, covering the last 10 years, is presented in figure 4.52.

Reflecting limitations in tropical log supply, production of tropical plywood in Japan declined sharply in the 80’s. This trend continued during this decade. Present production of plywood in Japan is around 3.5 million m³, about 50% lower than 10 years ago. This represents an average reduction of 7.2% per year. 

On the other hand, consumption of plywood in Japan was relatively stable up to 1997. In that year, the total consumption reached 9.7 million m³, practically the same volume as was consumed in 1989.

The reduction in the economy of Japan in 1998 had a strong effect on plywood consumption. The consumption in 1998 declined to 7.6 million m³, a reduction of 22% in a single year. There is no sign that volumes consumed in Japan will return to the earlier higher levels in the immediate future.
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Figure 4.52 – Plywood Production and Consumption in Japan, 1989-1998 (thousand m³)
Japan is a quite unique market for plywood in the northern hemisphere. Contrary to most industrialized countries, most of the plywood consumed as well as produced in Japan is based on tropical timber.

Share of tropical plywood in total consumption and production of plywood in Japan is presented in figure 4.53. Early this decade, more than 90% of the plywood production and consumption was tropical. The relative importance of tropical timber for plywood in Japan has declined sharply in the last 5-6 years, but is still very high. Out of the total production of plywood in Japan, more than 65% is based on tropical logs, and more than 80% of the total consumption is tropical plywood. There has, however, been a considerable increase in the use of “combi” plywood bringing together temperate and tropical species in panel construction.
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Figure
4.53–
Changes in Tropical Share in Plywood Production and 
Consumption in Japan (percent)

Other wood panels are less important for Japan than plywood, but volumes are significant, both in production and consumption. Japanese production of non-plywood panels between 1993 and 1998 is presented in figure 4.54. The biggest volume produced is particleboard. 

Up to 1997, total production of other wood panels in Japan remained practically constant at about 2.3 million m³. This declined to around 1.9 million m³ in 1998, a reduction of 17% over the previous year.

The consumption of other wood panels in Japan over recent years is presented in figure 4.55. From 1993 to 1997, the consumption increased rapidly. The average growth over the period was 5.4% per year. As a result of the recent economic problems faced by Japan, the consumption declined by 22%. The consumption registered for 1998 was around 2.9 million m³, almost the same level as in 1993.
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Figure 4.54 – Wood-based Panels Production in Japan, 1993-1998 (thousand m³) 
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