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Well - field System and Gong ( the Tribute System ) ,
Zhu (the Census Register System) and Che (the Rent in Kind System )
Wang Xiyan
(Business School, East — China Normal University, Sahnghai 200241 )

Abstract: While the land was with a multi — layered, compound ownership of the emperor (son of heav-
en) , governors ( dukes and princes) , aristocratic bureaucrats, scholars and members of the village, the
Well — field System was a land system in which a square area of land was divided into nine sections and
the outer eight sections were allocated to the members of the village at regular intervals during the Xia,
the Shang, and the Zhou Dynasty. As to their service systems, Gong (the Tribute System) was imple-
mented in the Xia Dynasty, a combination of Gong and Zhu ( the Census Register System) , in the Shang
Dynasty, and Gong, Zhu and Che (the Rent in Kind System) were brought into effect in the Zhou Dy-
nasty. However, the Well — field System and Gong, Zhu and Che had not remained the same all the
time, but had undergone institutional changes as systems associated with one another.

Key words :the Xia, the Shang, and the Zhou Dynasty ; Well — field System ; Gong ( the Tribute System) ,
Zhu (the Census Register System) and Che (the Rent in Kind System)
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