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[Abstract] Objective To analyze the epidemic features and clinical characteristics of a scabies outbreak
in the intensive care unit (ICU), so as to provide basis for the prevention and control measures of the infec-
tions. Methods The distributions by people, time and place of the suspected scabies were analyzed by de-
scription of each cases and investigation of the epidemiological status of the exposure. Results The survey
found, 3 patients and 2 medical staffs were suspected to have scabies infection during the end of August to
mid October in 2011. The exposure may cause by cross-infection due to the concentrated time and place of
the cases. Characteristics of the rash and the pruritus of the cases were similar and they were cured after 2
courses of sulfur ointment treatment. Training for all involved persons, effective treatment of the cases and
measures of disinfection and isolation contributed to the successful termination of the outbreak. Conclusion
Lack of rapid diagnoses and treatment is the main cause of this suspected scabies exposure. It is suggested
that more careful observation, early detection and diagnosis, as well as effective disinfection and isolation
measures are of great significance to prevent outbreaks to happen again.
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